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‘raw their evidence, not merely from sources 
wtprly irresponsible, but most generally inter- | 
-eted)—if that is sanctioned as the policy of the | 
-ountry in relation to the naval service, the con- | 
coquenee must inevitably be to make the officers 
of the Navy spies and informers on each other. 
It will degenerate into that, and we shall have 

« such another board twenty years hence. 
Honorable men in the Navy will finc that a black 
hook, a register, is kept against them by their 
hrother-offieers, to be brought up at a future day. 
That is human nature, if I know how to under- 
stand it. oP , 

The honorable Senator from Louisiana inquired 
if 1, or any other Senator, was disposed to take 
the rr sponsibility of restoring to the Navy all 
those officers who have been declared inefficient, 
or who have been placed on the reserved list. 
gir, | have said that I can see no mode of redress- 
iyo this great wrong but by setting aside the legis- 
iation from which it resulted, and beginning de 
novo. 1 do not doubt, from what I have heard, 
that there are many inefficient officers in the Navy 
—how many I do not know; but I cannot be per- 
uaded that there is no mode by which that ineffi- 
ciency can be remedied without inflicting a serious 
vrone on the whole naval service. 1 cannot be 
persuaded that you cannot divest the Navy, in 
some proper mode, of inefficient officers, without | 
tthe same time divesting the Navy of some of 
its most callant and efficient sons. I here declare 
frankly that, believing (and I am told many others 
believe it) that you have done injustice and wrong 
in attempting to promote the public service, the 
publie service will not suffer if you repeal the 
legislation and go back and redress the injuries 
you have done. 
' The operation of this law has been to disband 
the Navy—to thin its ranks. Why? Because 
there were too many Officers for the ships to get 
promotion for the juniors. Commodore Jones 
says in his memorial—and says very strongly— 
that he was disrated by five officers, all of whom | 
were his juniors. The law did attempt to guard 
against any impropriety that might result from 
interested motives, by saying that officers of lower | 
rank should not pass on those above them; but 
the law allowed those of equal rank to pass on 
their fellows. Seniority is very often quite as 
dear to an officer as promotion to a higher com- 
mission; and that seniority has been interfered 
with. 


| wish to be understood, Mr. President. I |! 


make no assault whatever on the board. I have 
no doubt theirs was a most ungracious and un- 
grateful duty. The vice was in the law. It was | 
not guarded; there were no details. It was hur- 
ried through the Senate during the last days of 
the last session; passed, I think, on the 28th of 
February; introduced, to. be sure, at an earlier 
day. I had no time to consider it; I did not even 
remember that.it had been debated; but on look- 
ug back to the debate that took place upon it, 1 
find that an honorable Senator from Delaware | 
(Mr. Bayarp}- depicted and foretold the very | 
consequences, Which have resulted as the conse- 
quences, that would result from passing so imper- 
fectalaw. His warnings were prophetic. I shall | 
not detain the Senate further. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire toread a passage, 
to refresh the memory of my friend from Vir- 
gina. ite says that I will not find in the debate 
what I asserted here. The debates are before me; 
and the Senate will judge whether the honorable 
Senator from Virginia or myself is correct in the 
matter in dispute between us. During the debate 
on the bill for the felief of Commodore Jones, 
‘ast year, the Senator from Virginia said: 

“We there found the honorable wounds and scars that 
'e had received during the war. The shoulder was utterly 
oan The joint was destroyed. The power of con- 

Oling the arm was gone ; and the marks and cicatrices 
vere upon his person. He told us that, unfortunately hav- 
wae the control of that side of his person, he had been 
Meat Whe nan nit helance, and thus fell upon the pave- | 

saw there the condition of his person. He had 
and efficient control of the muscles on that 
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‘have been, as it was, imperfect. 
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I said so; and I read from the debate when I 
said it. Ido not wish to be drawn into a ceneral 
discussion as to the character of the law. I 
merely wish to say a word as to the last remark 
that fell from the honorable Senator from Vircinia 
in regard to seniority, that Commodore Jones was 
retired by officers who were his juniors. Why, 
sir, there was no higher grade in the Navy from 
which to select than captains. He was a captain. | 
To be sure, some had commissions junior to his; | 
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but certainly the idea would have been very ab- || 


surd to select the five oldest captains, perhaps the | 
most inefficient, to judge of the landibiensy of 
others, 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have been 
among those who have thought it was proper, 
right, and expedient in this case, as it woe be 
generally, to leave the debate upon this great and | 
troublesome question until the coming in of the 
report of the committee of the Senate, so that, 
having a committee competent to instruct us, we 
might have the advice as well as the well-digested | 
information on which to act. But that course | 
seems to be impossible; first, because it is con- 
trary to the constitutional disposition of the Sen- 


| ate to let things go that way; and in the second 


place, because at least one member, if not more, 
of the committee has discussed the subject, it 
seems, and will continue the discussion, instead 
of waiting for the meeting #f the committee. 
Therefore, since this is the custom, and since it 
is so sanctioned, | will now free my mind of 
what I have thought it proper to say on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. President, if we had been constituted, 
not only with two eyes, but with such an arrange- 
ment of those eyes that we could see different 
sides of the same subject at the same time, in- 
stead of one side only, we should probably make 
our way much more safely through the world. 


| The whole trouble is, that although we have two 
| eyes, we can see only one side of a subject at one 


| them are wrong. 


| ing the act. 


time. A year ago the quéstion before Congress 
and before the Senate was, whether the Navy | 
should be left in the mefficient and, as it was 
alleged, disgraceful condition in which it had ex- 
isted for many years. I think we unanimously 
said ‘*no; this Navy must be reformed.’’ Every- 
body knew there was no way to reform it except 
by reforming out of it men who were unfit to be 
in, and retaining those who were competent, 
ualified, and proper to execute all its duties. 
Ve all agreed to that; we passed a law for that 
purpose. The object has been attained; the 
Navy is reformed; but now on the other side 
come up complainants who say these proceedings 
are all wrong. It may be asked, what part of 
The answer is, that ‘ they are 
all wrong; there is nothing right atail;’’ and from 
the beginning of this debate until this stage of it, 
I have heard scarcely a word said in vindication 
of the reformation which has been made; but we 
are appealed to by our passions, by our sympa- 
thies, by our prejudices, and by our relations to 
everybody who complains that he isagerieved, to 
an assault upon the reformation itself by repeal- 
I do not think Congress is going to 
do that; I do not think it would be wise. But, 
at the same time, itis very apparent that in doing , 


| this necessary work, it has been done by the 


— 


Government not only ineffectually in some re- 
spects, but injuriously and wrongfully in regard 
to the interests of some naval officers. Our object’ 


| should be to save the reform and correct the in- 


| injustice ? 


justice which has been done. 

The question arises, who is to blame fer the 
I freely confess that I think both Con- 

ress and the Executive are to blame. I take 

lame to myself for not seeing a fault in the con- 
stitution of this board. _It was a court practically, 
although not in form. I cannot agree with tho# 
who think it ought to have had the forms and 
process and the rules of evidence that exist in 
and are applicable to courts of common law. It | 
was indeed a court without these requisites, and 
I suppose, in that respect, it must necessarily 
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court without appeal, without reserving a power 
of review anywhere. Such a court must neces- 
sarily be tyrannical in its action, whether it in- 
tended to be so or not. It is not possible for any 
court, however good its intentions, always te do 
justice in every case which may come before it. « 
‘here ought to be no court whose proceedings 
are not to be reviewed before the judgment is 
final. 

Why, sir, of the causes that are tried by the 
cireuit court of the United States, perhaps one 
twentieth are found to be disposed of wrongfully 
and unjustly, upon an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. If courts which pro- 
ceed according to the rules of the common law 
or the oe of equity, having the benefit of 
the well-established rules of evidence, and whose 
proceedings are subject to revision, commit these 
mistakes, it must necessarily happen that a board, 
which, in fact, is a court without any of these 
cuards, must commit errors. This was the fault 
of Congress. I think, however, that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and the President had the power 
to correct the commission of imjustice. When 
the proceedings came before them, what they 
could have done would have been to suspend 


| their action on the subject until Congress came 


together; and otherwise they might have under- 
taken to select from the cases and to distinguish 
between them, and to approve what was right, 
and to reject, from the recommendations of the 
board, what was'wrong. In this aspect of the 
question, I think the President could have acted 
more wisely than he has done. Still, I believe 
he and the Secretary of the Navy acted as we 
acted—meaning to do right, and not on a full 
understanding of the case. 

Now, then, these difficulties oceur, and the atten- 
tion of Congressis invited to them Jand the subject 
is referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ‘Che 
honorable Senator from Delaware {[Mr. Cray- 
TON] says, that if that committee will investigate 
and show him that any injustice has been done, 
he will go for correcting 1t. Sir, Ido not want 
it referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, or 
any other committee, to satisfy me that injustice 
has been done; because I know that a court-mar- 
tial which shall render so many judgments as 
this, must render some portion of them errone- 
ously. 1 do not say what portion—it may be 
one twentieth, it may be one tenth, it may be one 
fifth; but it is in the nature of the tribunal itself 
that it shall do wrong in some cases. I think the 
committee ought not to be charged with any such 
inquiry. It is an administrative question; it is 
an executive question. Is the Senate’s commit- 
tee so constituted as to inquire into the conduct 
and the merit or demerit of each one of these offi- 


cers? Weare only to advise the Executive on 
that point. The Executive must take the re- 
sponsibility. 


It seems to me that what ought to be done is 
to suspend action upon all the recommendations 
made by the President, grounaed upon the find- 
ings of the board, and to authorize, by law, the 
President of the United States in some way—I 
do not now say in what way—to institute an 
inquiry, by way of review, into the cases ofalleged 
abuse or oppression under this act; and, having 
authorized him to do so, let him recall such of his 


| recommendations as may be based upon it as he 


chooses, and leave the rest for us to act upon, or 
make such other suggestions as shall be required 
for us to act upon as constitutional advisers of the 


Executive. This, lam free to confess, has seemed 


to me the only way in which we can reach the 
subject, and act upon it wisely and effectively. 

I would not have it understood from what I 
have said that Iam in favor of sustaining the 
whole action of this board. I know that in the 
case of Lieutenant Maury, if there was no other 
case, there was a distinguished mistake. I have 
no reason to doubt there is equal injustice In many 
obseure cases. While I express myself thus de- 
cidedly against reversing the action of Congress 
on the subject, and in favor of throwing the ques- 


Bat it was a!! tion back where it began, I at the same time 








290 


a 





desire to be understood as anxious to open it to the 
fullest extent for inquiry In every case. But still, 
I am decidedly in favor of leaving to the Execu- 
tive the responsibility of his proper dates, while 
we here confine ourselves to those whi h be long 
to ourselves—namely, those which are of a legis- 
lative nature only. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, in what I pro- 
pose to Say now, I shall confine myself in good 
faith strictly to a few words of explanation; for 
l agree with many who have made the sugges- 
tion, that this debate is out of order. Perhaps, 
sipon the proper occasion, when my friend from 
Florida—the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs—shall bring in his report, I may offer 
such amendments as, in my judgment, the occa- 
sion shall call for; but what I rose mainly to say 
now, was that my friend from Florida took an 
isolated remark of mine, and did not give the 
I said, in the beginning of the remarks 
which I made last year, in regard to the remis- 
sion of the sentence which had been passed on 
Commodore Jones, that my friend from Virginia 
knew that it was with great difficulty | had come 
to the conclusion to join him in that application. 
Now, so far as I can gather from the tenor of 
my remarks then,as I have read them, instead of 
intending by the vote which I then gave, or by 
the action of the Senate which I invoked, to re- 
verse the sentence of the court-martial under 
which Commodore Jones was suffering, 1 put it 
expressly on the ground of an honorable pardon 
in so many words. 

Sir, in the very language that I then used, (for 
I wish to be correct on this subject, ) I said that, 
whilst I was attempting to do what I regarded as 
an act of justice to a worthy officer, | would*not 
do injustice to the court-martial, and I would be 
very far from making such remarks would 
sustain Commedore Jones even in the complaint 
that this sentence was unjust. 
remarks, ; 

Now, with regard tothe passing remarks which 
T made on that occasion, I hope my friend will not 
review all of them, for perhaps they will not stand 
the ordeal; but} sir, Commodore Jones’s applica- 
tion to have his sentence remitted happened to be 
about the same month and at the time when he 
fought the battle of New Orleans; and I did then 
say, perhaps in order to give what I said astronger 
impression, that Commodore Jones, mutilated as 
he had been in that engagement upon the very 
month when the application was made here, might 
come before the Senate of the United States as 
Scipio did before the Roman Senate, when he 
was arraigned on charges,and say, ‘* This is the 
day on which I fought the battle of Zama.”’ 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I am not going 
to engage in this discussion, especially on the 


proem. 


as 


There stand my 


peints which have been introduced; but it does | 


appear to me that there seems to be a purpose to 


produce the belief in the public mind that the | 


ofheers who have been displaced are thereby, in 
some mode, discredited. I took occasion, the 
other day, to say that I did not think so, and that 
I was at a loss to determine why others should 
think so. Sir, is every man who is turned out 
of office by the President, and who assigns no 
reasons for turning him out, disgraced thereby? 
Searcely a day passes that the President does not 
send in nominations here of A, B, and C to 
oftice in place of D, E, and F, removed; and he 
gives to the displaced officers no reason why they 
were displaced, nor does he give to the Senate 
or the country any reasons for displacing them. 
‘They are discharged simply because the remov- 
ing power thinks they are not as eflicient as 
others might be. 

Now, suppose that instead of this law having 
provided for a board, Congress, as it unquestion- 
ably had the right to do, had directed that the 
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sent in the nominations of C and D to take their 
places on the roll, would the officers thus dis- | 
missed have been disgraced ? 

It seems to me that the board was simply an 
advisory board to the President, made so by law. 
instead of having been so constituted by the 
President of his own will. The President has 
approved what they have done; and you have as 
much right to call on the President to assign 
reasons why he approved of the action of the 
board, as you have to call on the board to assign 
reasors why they recommended to the President 
to do .hus or so. Noman dismissed, in my judg- 
ment can be dishonored by the act of the Presi- 
dent or of the board. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, I am charged 
with the presentation of a memorial from an offi- 
cer on this subject, which it will take but a mo- | 
ment to present, and which will not interfere 
with the debate, if gentlemen see fit to indulge 
in it. 

The PRESIDENT. There is a question pend- 
ing on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee, 
to take up the resolution to which he has referred. 

Mr. FOSTER. I propose to present a memo- 
rial from a naval officer, and it will not interfere 
with the debate on that resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I give way to the 
Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, I desire to pre- | 
sentthe memorialof James Thomas McDonough, 
late a lieutenant in the naval service, who resides 
in Middletown, in the State of Connecticut. He 
states that he entered the Navy in 1826 as a mid- 
shipman, and that it was then his intention to 
devote the remainder of his life to the service of 
his country; that he continued faithfully, to the 
best of his ability, to do so, for a period of twenty 
years, when, in consequence of injuries to his 
health received in the service, he became inca- 
pacitated for the performance of active duty in 
his profession. He continued thus until the last 
year, when, without notice, without a hearing, 
without a trial, he was dropped from the service 
and his name stricken from the rolls of the Navy. 

He states further, that at his present period of 
life, even if he were not physically incapable, 
which he is, of resorting to other modes of sub- 
sistence, he at the present time has no mode by 
which to procure a decent livelihood. He has 
no nearer relatives than the children of the late 
Commodore McDonough, into whose family he 


was received when a youth. 


He asks that the facts sets forth in his petition 


|} may be investigated, and that if they are found 


to be true, which he is confident they will be, he 
will be restored so far to his position in the Navy 
as to be placed on the retired list, with such means | 
of support simply as will save himself from being 
a burden upon his friends or a charge upon the 


| public. 


praying relief from the action of the late naval 
oard, 


President himself should discharge such as were* | 


wholly inefficient, furlough those who were a 
litle more efficient, and retire those who did not 
come up to the highest standard, and retain only 
those who were perfect. Su »ypose this duty, in- 
stead of having been alae to the naval board, 
as a mere advisory board, had been imposed on 
the President, and he had done precisely what 
has been done by the board with his consent and 
approval, could you have called on the President 
to assign reasons why he dismissed this man or 
the other from office? Suppose he had, of his 
own will, stricken A and 8 from the roll, and 


and Biddle, and was in the two gallant actions in 


body, that I suppose 


L said that I did not propose to make any com- 
ments upon the merits of this case. I do not. I 
shall move that it be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs; and I have full confidence that 
that committee will recommend such action as 
may be just and liberal toward this officer. I 
may be pardoned for adding that it would seem 
to me to be a reproach to the Senate, if an appli- 
cation of this - ada oN rg coming from a man 
bearing the name of McDonough, and closely | 
allied by relationship to him whose gallant deeds 
shed so bright a luster on the Navy and on his 
country, should not be entertained in a spirit not 
merely of simple justice, but of generosity. 

The memorial was reterred to the Committee 


‘on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. PEARCE. I present the memorial of | 
Captain Joseph Smoot, of the United States Navy, 


‘Fhis gentleman states that he entered 
the Navy in 1809. He served under Lawrence 


which the Hornet and the Penguin were captured. 


| He has been altogether about twenty-five years 
| in sea service, and he has rendered much service 


on shore. He has a sound constitution, as he 
seys, and is in vigorous health. I*xknow himand 
believe this to be the fact. He has, to be sure,a 
very great abundance of silver hair; but in that 
he suffers a calamity, ifealamity it be, in common | 
with so many young gentlemen, members of this 
it will hardly be considered | 
ground of inefliciency. 
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of exceedmeg difficulty and nicety. 
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ry ‘ de ee a 9 SE ng ye 
_Now, sir, I have stated briefly the contents of 
his petition. T shall not go into the discuss; 
which I think has been somewhat inopportune 
and certainly very desultory. I will only oo 
that I am disposed to unite with the membérg c 
this body who think it proper, when they ap 
satisfied a clear case of injustice has oceurred to 
do everything in their power to remedy jt- 
we cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that 
the manner in which any remedy for injustice 
of this sort shall be provided presents a question 
Not @ gep- 
tleman who has spoken here, earnest and ardent 
as many of them seem to be, has suggested any. 
thing like a remedy. It is always proper jn 
cases, whether any difficulty is presented or no} 
that the subject should not be disposed of op 
parte considerations or discussions. A committee 
of the Senate, whose duty it is to give it a fair 
and full investigation, should perform that duty 
We are referring petitions every day with that 
view. I think itis peculiarly proper in this cage 
which is one of admitted difficulty, that we should 
not undertake to decide here, or even to discuss 
here, until the committee has in private entered 
into all the considerations which belong to the 
subject. When they shall be prepared to report 
I shall be as ready as any one else to concur with 
those gentlemen who think it their duty to remed 
any injustice, 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 

on Naval Affairs. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MASON presented aes signed by R. 
H. Chilton, major in the United States Army, 
formerly commanding Fort Kearny, Oregoy 
route, in favor of granting to the troops at that 
fort the same a:aount of extra pay as was allowed 
those at Fort Laramie; which was referred to thy: 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition of the 
Merchants’ Exchange of the District of Columbia, 
praying for the incorporation of the Merchants 
and Mechanics’ Bank of Washington, and the 
Washington Insurance Company in said District; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 


y 


| . 2 ‘ 
trict of Columbia. 





PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Philip R. J 
Fries, praying for payment of a balance of debenture bond, 
with interest, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Court of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Lowa, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of John Guest be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to te 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

TERRITORY OF KANSAS. 

Mr. Siprey Wessrter, the Secretary of the 
President, appeared below the bar and said: 

Iam directed by the President of the United 
States to deliver to the Senate several messages 
in writing. 

Mr. MASON. I will suggest to the Senate 
that a message has just been received from the 
President which, on looking at it, I find is of im- 
portance, and may, perhaps, make it necessary 
that it should be at once read to the Senate. | 
submit to the Senate, therefore, that the Chair 

resent that message and let us hear what it \s. 

ts reading may possibly make it necessary that 
we should revoke our order to adjourn over. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will present 
the message of the President of the United States. 

The Secretary read the message. It will be 
found in the House proceedings. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, when the 
President of the United States sent his annual 
message to Congress, a large portion of it was 
found to refer to the Territory of Kansas, and t0 
the questions which were supposed to be kindred 
to the great questions which were to come before 
Congress in relation to that Territory. That was 
the concluding part of his message. It seemed 
to me ill-timed. It set forth principles and doc- 
trines which seemed to me_heretical—which 
seemed to me wanting in all the elements of 
statesmanship. But while this was the perora- 
tion of the message, its exordium was occupl 
with laying before Congress information about the 
critical state of our relations with a foreign pow*t 
—the greatest, the most grasping, and the most 
rapacious in the world. It was made a question 
in the Senate, whether those who differed from 
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os President in regard to the matters discussed 
in the conclusion of the message, would sustain 
the nation in the attitude which the President of 
the United States had given itin regard to its for- 
sion relations. ‘To the end that, so far as One so | 
humble as myself was concerned, there might be 
no difficulty about that question, | distinctly 
etated that i should forego any remark upon all 
che other matters contained in the message, and 
| gave my distinct assurance to the Adminis- 
tration and to the country, that to the best of 
my judgment, and knowledge, and ability, I 
should sustain the Government in the position it 
had assumed in regard to its foreign relations. 
We have just now —— that great question 
until Monday. It needs all the harmony, as it 
peeds all the wisdom, and I fear will need all the 
firmness, of the Senate to meet that question. I 
am ready—I trust others will be—to show the 
country, Great Britain, and the world, that, if 
we have differences among ourselves about do- 
mestic questions, we are stilla united, a harmo- 
jious people in regard to those which concern 
other nations. 

| will now forbear, under these considerations, 
on the same ground, if such shall be the pleasure 
of the Senate, to speak one word, | do not say 
of complaint—I will not use so strong a term— 
one word of dissent, shall I say, from what has 
been alleged in the message we have just re- 
ceived concerning a domestic subject, differing, 
as every one knows how much it does, from the 
opinions and views of policy which I entertain, 
and which are entertained by a portion, I will 
not say how large, of this House, and of the 
ether House of Congress. 

I trust that it will be the pleasure of the friends | 
of the Administration to let that message either 
lie upon the table, or pass at once, as shall be 
their choice, to the Committee on Territories, to 
receive their consideration; saying for myself, 
however, that when the time shall come for ac- 
tion upon this question in the opinion of a ma- 
jority of my peers here, (and it is for them to 
say whether it shall interfere with foreign ques- 
tions or not,) then I will endeavor to make good 
an opposition to the policy, to the principles, and 
to the sentiments which are contained in the 
message which has been this day laid before the 
Senate, at a time and under circumstances so in- 
auspicious to its consideration. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, there are two 
recommendations in the message, as I understand 
it; one, that an appropriation should be made to 
meet some contingent necessity that may or may 
not arise in reference to the alleged disorders in 
the Territory of Kansas. The other is on the 
expediency of making provision, by legislation, 
for the people of that Territory,to form them- 
selves into a State, if the time shall have arrived 
to make it proper to do so. It has struck me, 
on considering it, that the proper reference would 
be to the Committee on the Judiciary. That 
committee ought to determine, under the Consti- 
tution, whether the time has arrived for the people 
of Kansas to pass from a territorial condition to 
that of a State; and the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, I presume, are as competent as any other 
to determine whether there is any existing con- 
tngeney proper for an appropriation. I meve, 
therefore, that the message be printed, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDENT. The will be 
printed, as a matter of course. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have a word to say upon¢ 
the question of referring this message to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Formerly, when 
States were to be admitted into the Union and 
Territories made application to be admitted, or 
to hold conventions for the purpose of forming 
State constitutions, it was the uniform practice 
‘o refer such messages, papers, and documents 
to the Committee on the Judiesiary; but five or 
SIX years ago it was thought otherwise, and a 
different disposition was made of such subjects. 
then contended, as the debates will show, that 
relerring these matters to the Committee on Ter- 
rilories Was reversing the practice of the Senate, 
but [ was overruled; and I was perfectly willing 
‘o be overruled, so far as regarded my personal or 
my official connection with the subject. Asthese 
questions have within the last five or six years | 
veen referred to the Committee on Territories, | 
° no: think that the Committee on the Judiciary | 
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should now have this matter placed upon them 
and within their jurisdiction, after the solemn 
decision of the Senate; but if the Senate should 
think so, I am perfectly willing to take upon my 
self, as far as Tam connected with that commit- 
tee, the duty to the country and to the Executive 
in good faith. I must insist, however, as a matter 
somewhat of official pride, thatit shall not go to 
the Committee on the Judiciary after the decision 
which has heretofore been made on the subject. 
{It was taken from my committee and given to 
the Committee on Territories in the case of Cali- 
fornia, and in similar cases which arose at that 
time. I therefore submit that this message should 
take the usual course which has prevailed for 
some years past, and be referred to the Committee 
on Territories. ° 
Il wish the distinguished Senator from Illinois, 
{[Mr. Dovetas,] the chairman of the Committee 
on Territories, were here. | am sure he would be 
willing, with his usual courage and ability, to 
incur the responsibility of making a response, 
by report, to this very able and lucid message. 


‘ 
‘ 
i 


In regard to its merits, I differ from the Senator | 


from New York, [Mr. Sewarp;] but I shall not 
go into that question. The Senator says it was 
unstatesmanlike, as well as I can understand 
him, in the communication made by the Presi- 
dent heretofore in his annual message, to advert 
to the matters connected with the organization 
of the Territory of Kansas. Well, sir, it is a 
singular thing that the gentleman should make a 
criticism of that kind, when there is not a news- 
paperin the United States, nota State Legislature, 


| nor an Executive message, that does not treat of 


it; and I will venture to say that it is a subject 
that engrosses the public mind more than all 
others. That is the very subject which the 
Senator from New York says it was unstates- 
manlike for the Executive of the United States 
to notice! 1 need not comment on that 
ment. 

Mr. SEWARD. I would not have even the 
Senator from South Carolina to labor under a 
mistake, much less have him send such a misap- 
prehension to the country. I did notcharacterize, 
as the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
supposes—at least | did not intend to characterize 
that part of the message to which he refers as 
unstatesmanlike. What I intended to say, and 
what, according to my recollection, I did say, 
was, that that part of the message contained 
views which I thought were unstatesmanlike 
views, which were unstatesmanlike according to 
my understanding, and not that the message was 
unstatesmanlike in presenting the subject. If, in 
what I did say, there was anything liable to be 
misapprehended, I beg to recall those remarks. 
My purpose is, that the message shall stand now 
unquestioned, reserving the right to speak to it 
as my duty requires on an occasion that shall be 
suitable, and not prejudicial to great national in- 
terests arising out of our relations to a foreign 
country. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
have great reason to congratulate ourselves on the 
spirit that has been evinced since the message 
was introduced; and I hope that not a solitary 
word that can be supposed to be a harsh one will 
be uttered upon this oceasion from any quarter 
whatever. A difference of opinion has arisen 
between the Senators from Virginia and South 
Carolina in regard to the committee to which the 
message should be sent. Sir, the message pre- 
sents a great occasion for the exertion of all the 
patriotism and all the statesmaniike qualities the 
Senate possesses. We have received the message, 
and should consider it with the utmost care and 


state- 


the strictest regard for justice to all parts of the | 


country. I would resort, at this moment, when 
the national feeling is so much excited on this 
topic, to the old-fashioned precedents that have 
governed the Senate on similar occasions hereto- 
fore. I think that it presents’a suitable occasion 
for us to organize a select committee of thirteen, 
or perhaps fewer, members of the Senate, to be 
selected by the Chair, for the purpose of settling 
all the questions embraced in the message. If it 
be in order, then, I will move for the appointment 
of a select committee. 

Mr. CASS. [ rise to interrupt my friend from 
Delaware, but I know he will excuse me. | agree 
with the Senator from New York, that itis better 


to print this message and send it to a committee. | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


’ 


Mr. President, I think we | 
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I am afraid that if the honorable Senator form 
Delaware goes on with some new m 
we shall be led into an interminable discussion at 
present. I would therefore suggest whether the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia is not best to refer it at one: 
mittee. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I shall not object if that be 


Nosition 
Os on, 


4) . 
to tine come 


hought proper; but if on a future oc 


joucht neces 


t sion it be 
t ssary to organize such a committee 
as | have suggested, I shall be perfectly willing 
‘o concur in that. My only apprehension was 
that a standing committee of the Senate might 
not arrive at such a conclusion as would satisfy 
the whole body. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


I beg leave, in the spirit in 
which I have 


addressed the before, and 
Ww hic i has been so frankly and kindly re sponded 
to on all sides of 


penate 


the House, to suggest to the 
Senate—(but | shall not insist on the point; if I 
am overruled | shall submit)—but I wish to sug- 
gest that, according to our understanding of the 
committees of this body, which committees were 
made by a majority of the Senate and the friends 
of the President, there is upon the Committee on 
the Judiciary no person understood to represent 
the views of those wao are opposed to the prin- 
ciples contained in the present message, while on 
the other hand there is on the Committee on Ter- 
We think it would 


be just, as well as generous, to give us a hearing 


ritories one of our number. 


on the committee, but we do not insist upon it, 
because we defer until the proper occasion to 
state our views and maintain our principles, The 
value of a report from any committee will depend 
on the measure of impartiality it shall be known 
to exercise, 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia to refer the 
communication to the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand thatthe motion 
of the honorable Senator from DelaWare to raise 
a new committee has pres 


The PRESIDENT. 


the Committee on 


*t dk nee, 
A motion to refer a sub- 


+ject toa standing committee takes pref rence of 


a proposition for a select committee. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 1 hope that, in the spirit in 
which this debate commenced, it willend. I do, 
not think it proper—Ii do not think it would tend 
to harmony—to send this message to a committee 
composed of gentlemen altogether of one political 
complexion. I think thatall sections of the Union 
should be represented, and fairly represented, on 
such a committee, in order that we may attain 
the great object we aim at, which is * Peace, 
peace, peace.’’? Now, sir, we shall not attain 
anything by sending it to a committee exclusively 
of one political complexion; and it does seem to 
me now, as it did at first, that the fairest mode, 
and that by which we should arrive at the great- 
est vood, would be tg refer it to a committee of 

* ris pre ferred, or to a less 
number, if the Senate prefer that—at any rate to 
a select committee, 

The PRESIDENT Does the Senator from 
Virginia insist on his motion? 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope not. 

Mr. MASON, I did not laok to the constitu- 
Committee 
to the pha 32 


thirteen, if that num 


tion of the on Territories in reference. 
of opinion that might be represented 
questions involved in the message, 
although I did know, as has been stated by the 
Senator from New York, that all the committees, 
or the majority of them at least, were constituted 
by the dominant party of this body; I had refer- 
ence, chiefly, to the fact that the chairman of the 
Committ e on Territorie: [Mr. Dot GLAS | was 
absent, detained from his seat by indisposition, 
and that the committee was not full: who else 
was upon that committee I did not recollect; but 
it did seem to me that it would be proper to refer 
to the Committee on the Judiciary the questions 
raised by this message. Whatare they? They 
are questions as to the construction of the terri- 
torial laws—the departure of a revolutionary 
character from those laws. 'A question is also 
suggested, how far it is proper, with regard to 
the Constitution, to invite (for it seems to be 
rather an invitation) by legislation the people 
now there to organize Riccadees as a political 
community, and present themselves asa State. 
All these questions seem to me proper questions 
for the Committee on the Judiciary, having 


there on the 
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eh 
construction and application, 

i did not recollect what has been stated by my 
sonorable friend from South Carolina, that ques- 


tions which he considered appropriate to the 


ree of the general laws of the land, and their 


‘ommittee on the Judiciary had, on former oc- | 


sions, been taken from that committee and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories. Yielding 
to his r¢ collection, for I do not reme mber how it 


was, [ would say that there seems to me to | 


be this difference, so far, at least, as California 
and New Mexico were concerned,—they were 
proper territorial questions because they had 
never been orcanized as Territories at all, but 
asked for admission into the Union without 
havine gone through the preliminary form. It 
would seem, then, proper, prima facie at least, that 
those qui stions should be referred to the Committee 
on Territories. But here are questions on the con- 
struction of law, the power of the Governor which 
is canvassed in the messave of the President, and 
the power of the people to disregard existing laws, 
and to provide laws for themselves by what I 
understand the message to term a revolutionary 
movement. These are questions I think proper 
for the Committee on the Judiciary; and, al- 
though I admit the force of the suggestion made 
by the Senator from New York, that there would 
he a propriety in referring it to a committee 


where opinions of the character to which he al- 


ludes are represented—and I did not know that 
there were not such upon the Committee on the 
Judiciary—l am not disposed to withdraw my 
motion to refer the subject to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
feel myself called upon to make a few remarks 
from the corsideration that I am a member of the 


Committee on Territories, although I should be | 
very glad to be excused from the duty of saying | 


a word. Ido not know that the maxim or rule 


prevails in revard to the committees of the Senate | 


now as formerly, the old common-law maxim of 
the judges of England, that a court or any other 
tribunal should assume all the jurisdiction which 
they thought they had a right to exercise by pre- 
eedent or the ordinary rules of proceeding. I 
believe that, for the, last five or six years at all 
events, the Committee on Territories micht richt- 
fully claim jurisdiction over this subject, and [ 
do not know but that it would be regarded as 
some degrce of disparagement if the Senate asa 
body now should, because of the absence of the 


chairman of that committee, refer this message to | 


a committee which has not usually had jurisdic- 
tion of most of the subjects at least which are 
nlluded to in the messace. 

Upon the Committee on Territories is my friend 
from Iowa, [Mr. Jones.] I know, from having 
consulted with him, that he would prefer that the 
subject should be referred to some other commit- 
tee; but I do not see that t 


pre are any sufficient 


considerations why he should not maintain the | 
position in respectability of the committee to | 


which he belongs, by insisting 
should ¢o to them, and that we have some capacity 
to eXamine these questions, in the absence of our 
chairman, although I will admit, for myself, that 
the committee is by-no means of an e ual capacity 
with what it would be if the honorable chairman 
were present. But eculd not that defect be reme- 
died? I should not think it any derogation of our 


rank and position on the committee, at least for | 


that this message 


myself, being one of the most humble members | 


upon it, if the Senate should think proper to 
appoint a temporary chairman. 
The difficulties in regard to California and New 


Mexico were very much in the nature of the ques- | 
tionsnow submitted, except one proposition, as | 
to the validity of the legislative proceedings of the 


Territorial Legislature of Kansas when they re- 


moved the seat of government from the place | 


appointed in the first instance, I suppose by com- 
petent authority, and adjourned from that point 
to another without the consent of the Executive. 
I believe, with the honorable Senator from Dela- 


ware, that it would not be so satisfactory to refer || 


the whole of this message to the Committee on 


the predominant spirit in some portions of the 
Union. They would feel better satisfied if their 
side of the question had been examined by gen- 
tlemen who had no prejudgment, and who had by 





| 
i 
| 
1 
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ne 'the country. Senators have spoken of the calm | 
the Judiciary, unless there were some gentlemen || 


on it who could be understood fairly to represent 
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no former action of their own indicated opinions |) 
and sentiments which would be inconsistent with 
a full and fair inquiry. 

For myself, however, I wish to say that I shall 
feel it to be no particular disparagement to me if 
the subject shall not be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Territories. I should submit very cheer- 
fully—indeed I may say that upon any other 
rround, ¢ xcept the fast one I mentioned, | should 
prefer to be relieved from the responsibility of 
examining such a number of important questions 
as are presented in this paper—one of the most 
interesting and most important that has been 
submitted to Congress, and which will of course 
lead to lengthened inquiry and investigation, and 
perhaps to an excitement which has never been 
sufpassed in importance. So far as the questions 
involved are connected with the harmony, con- 
tinued prosperity, and peace of this country, it is 
a subject which may well command the deepest 
attention of the Senators most conversant with 
the legal questions which are presented in it as 
well as those questions connected with other De- 
partments of the public service and with another 
creat interest. Whether or not the whole mes- 
save shall be submitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, I think there is one: subject which 
oucht particularly to be considered by that com- 
mittee. I would suggest a course which form- 
erly | know was pursued in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and perhaps in the Senate. The prac- 
tice in the other House is, I believe, to dissect a 
message, and refer such parts of it as relate to 
one subject, and are within the peculiar jurisdic- 
tion and province of one committee, to that 
committee, and so to go through an entire mes- 
sage, and refer its various parts to the different 
committees having proper jurisdiction over them. 
I shall be very glad if the question to which I 
allude could be submitted to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. By that course I should feel re- 
lieved of personal responsibility and labor. 

I have thouecht myself called upon as a member 
of the Committee on Territories to express these 
views. I think there are very few gentlemen | 
who might not feel somewhat sensitive in regard 
to the honor of the committee in the treatment 
which itis to receive at the hands of the Senate, 
beeause the chairman does not happen to be here. 
As he is not here, I would say, put the most dis- 
tineuished man in the Senate on that committee 
as chairman. 

Mr. BUTLER. Who is he? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
Senator from South Carolina. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President,i hope the Sen- 
ate will refer this message to the Committee on 
Territories. Lhopeso forthe reason that upon that 
committee, by the extraordinary magnanimity of 
the majority of the Senate, there isa member who 
represents the views of a minority of the Senate, | 
and in my judgment, at the same time of a decisive 
majority of thecountry. Thope, therefore, sir, that 
the message will go to a committee that has upon 
it a distinguished gentleman, [Mr. Co_Lamer,]} 
who will express the wishes of a minority of the 
Senate, and at the same time, in my judgment, a 
majority of the country. Upon the Committee 


The honorable 


on the Judiciary there is no member that does rep- | 


resent a minority of the Senate, unless there are 
upon that-committee gentlemen who now occupy 
positions entirely antagonistical to those they 
have heretofore occupied. I hope this subject 
will go tothe Committee on Territories, but, above 
all, Lhope it will not be referred to a large special 
committee, as suggested by the Senator from 
Delaware. 


Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from Delaware | 

| withdraws that suggestion; he does not make the 
motion. , i] 
Iam glad that the motion is | 
withdrawn, and that we are to have no large | 


Mr. WILSON. 


committee—that no omnibus measures orcompro- | 
mise measures are to be proposed m the Senate 
at the present time in regard to the Kansas ques- 
tion. 


This message is before us. It will go out to | 


manner in which it has been received by the Sen- 
ate. I have no disposition at this time to break | 
this harmony. I will say, however, that I see | 
nothing in the spirit of this document, or of that | 
other message, which came to us arraigning a | 
large portion of the country, reading lectures to | 


| 





J anuary 


24, 


intellectually might, with 





men who morally and 
propriety, read lectures to the author o 
sage—I say, sir, I see nothing in the tone and 
spirit of the message, misrepresenting, as it doo 
men who call no man master, and who Wish to 
make ne mana slave—men who ‘*do not persuade 
themselves,’’ to quote the expressive words of the 
Attorney General of the United States, 
liberty is an evil, or slavery a blessing *—that do. 
_ mands of the Senate or the country the exercigg 
of any great degree of charity or forbearance, % 
This message relates to the people of Kansas 
who are endeavoring to protect themselves; wh, 
| have adopted the only practicable mode in their 
power to protect their lives, their liberties, and 
their property against armed invaders. It reforg 
| to their acts as revolutionary. Sir, their pogj- 
tion 1s an extraordinary one, but I do not belieye 
thatthere is anything in their action of a revoly. 
tionary purpose or a rebellious character. Ex. 
| traordinary as is the position of that people before 
| the country, they have been driven to it by out. 
rages unparalleled in the history of this country 
| or of the civilized world; and in ,the spirit of 
freemen, in the spirit of men capable of main- 
taining their rights, they have accepted the doc. 
trine of squatter sovereignty in its broadest sense, 
and organized a State government to protect them 
against armed invasions from Missouri, and the 
acts of an incompetent and treacherous Executive, 
pledged to execute, at the me of the bayonet, 
the mhuman enactments of a: Legislature forced 
upon theactual settlers of that Territory by armed 
| invaders, under the lead of a man who once pre- 
sided over the Senate. 
| Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I desire to say 
| afew words in respect to this proposition, and 
only a very few. tn saying them, P shall follow 
the example of the distinguished Senators from 
New York and Delaware, and others who have 
| spoken upon the subject, rather than that of the 
| gentleman wha has just taken his seat. I doubt 
| not that, when the honorable Senator from New 
| York arose to speak on this question, he rose 
| with as deep feeling as possibly could pervade 
| the bosom of any Senator present; yet, sir, fecl- 
ing, perhaps, no less, I shall be content to follow 
his example, and to say no word and utter no 
sentiment which can be justly obnoxious to any 
gentleman anywhere. 
Sir, I feel myself compelled to disagree with 


f this Mes. 


** that 


|| the honorable Senator from Virginia in respect 
‘| to the direction which should be given to this 


| paper. In the first place, a reason may be as- 
signed, I think, that the organic law of the Ter- 
ritory, out of which every element alluded to by 
the President has arisen, came from the Com- 
mittee on Territories of the last Congress, sev- 
'eral of the ma@mbers of which were the same 
| then as now. In the next place, the message, 
properly considered, refers solely to territorial 
questions, and none other. In that point of view, 
| therefore, if it be referred to a standing commit- 
| tee of the Senate, it belongs to the Committee on 
| Territories. The question would be different, 
| perhaps, if it grew out of a petition issuing from 
| the people of the Territory, asking of Congress 
| the passage of an act enabling them to forma 
State constitution; but inasmuch as there is no 
| action now asked for by the people of the Terri- 
tory, and as the subject-matter before the Senate 


| is a message of the President on territorial sub- 


| jects exclusively, it seems to me that it furnishes 
a conclusive reason why the message should be 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Now, sir, as to the argument of the paper as 
| to the facts referred to, 1 wish to reserve my 
opinions and action entirely free, by the vote 
Whenever the com- 
mittee shall report, with the best lights before 
me, I shall attempt to discharge my duty in re- 
spect to these delicate subjects; and in giving 
my vote to-day Isdeem it proper to say that I 
protest against its being construed either in favor 
of or in opposition to either argument or fact em- 
braced in the message. 

This much I have deemed it my duty to sub- 
mit on this occasion, and to urge hint the Senate 
will, certainly without unnecessary excitement, 
refer this paper to the Committee on Territories: 

Mr. CLAYTON. When I suggested the ides 
of a special committee——. 

Mr JONES, of Iowa. ‘Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 


| 
| that [ give on this occasion. 
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“Wr. CASS. Allow the Senator from South 


atter will be settled. 
mr. BUTLER. I 
be te rminated by a single remark, I may 
Mr. CLAYTON. I believe I have the floor? 
The PR ESIDENT. The Senator from Dela- 
ware has the floor. 


Mr. CLAYTON. 





do justice. I did not press the motion; but I 
remember very well, that when Michigan was 
sresented for admission, the question of the va- 
jidity of her constitution went to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, of which I was, at the time, 
chairman. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. That is the point in 

regard to which I wished to interrogate the Sen- 
ator. 
Mir. CLAYTON. The question of the admis- 
sion of the State of Michigan, however, went to 
a select committee, of which I also was a mem- 
ber, and the Hon. Thomas H. Benton was chair- 
man. That was the disposition which was made 
in that case; and, as it was the case of a State 
which presented herself with many questions of 
law and fact, embarrassing to the Congress of the 
United States, as much so, perhaps, as the case 
of Kansas, though not attended with so much 
excitement, 1 thought that precedent ought to 
govern. Further, in reference to the Commit- 
tee on Territories, | found that the chairman of 
that committee was away, and I had no intima- 
tion when he was to be here. That committee, 
therefore, is not full. If it is to be referred to 
that committee, it ought to be filled. 

For these considerations, and following the 
ancient usage, | was disposed to take this mes- 
sage, the great leading 5 of which is the ad- 
mission of a State into the Union, and to refer it 
toa select committee. With regard to what the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts {[Mr. W1n- 
son] chose to say, that he wished for no more 
omnibusses, I will remark that I am sure I never 
was one who desired to present an omnibus, nor 
did I suppose thatthe reference of a paper which 
contains two distinct propositions, to be consid- 
ered by a committee, would justify any committee 
in making an omnibus bill, and embracing things 
that were not contained in the reference. When 


the bill to which the Senator alluded, called the | 
omnibus bill, was committed to the committee of || 


thirteen, agreat many questions, besides that of 
the admission of a State, were submitted with it, 
and the committee was therefore authorized to 
make an omnibus. Such a committee as | pro- 
posed, however, could not be aythorized to make 
any such thing. 

But, sir, | have withdrawn the proposition. I 
made it on behalf of those who have objected to 


it. Icontemplated the distribution of the mem- | 


bers of that select committee according to the 
feelings of the people of the United States, so 
that all sections might be represented upon it; 
but inasmuch as the gentlemen in whose Pehalf 
[ have made the suggestion think the Committee 


on Territories is preferable, I yield to their wishes || 


and concur in their desire. 
Mr. BUTLER. 


subject will take the direction which has been in- 


dicated by what seems to be! the general voice of | 


the Senate, and that it will go to the Committee 
on Territories. My honorable friend from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Bett,] who is a member of that 
committee, is an able lawyer. There is another 
member of that committee, [Mr. Co__amer,] 
who has, I believe, been distinguished for his 
judicial learning. I have no right, by anticipa- 


Uon, to suppose that anything will come -from | 


that committee but what will be roper; but I 
have heard it said here, or at inant have heard 
it intimated, that what would come from the 
Committee on the Judiciary would come without 
authority. Perhaps it is so; it may be so, be- 
cause two of us are from the southern States— 
itis not worth while to disguis® the fact—one 
from Georgia and the other from South Carolina. 
There is, however, on that committee a very dis- 
tinguished lawyer from Connecticut, [Mr. Tov- 
cey,] who, I am sure, would do justice to the 
Subject. Iam glad, however, that this question 
is to be taken from those committees of thir- 
teen which have, I believe, from the time they 
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| were first organized, been associated with com- 
Carolina [Mr, Burier] to say a word, and the 


I think that if this matter can | 


When I suggested the idea 
of a select committee, l was influenced by the | 
ancient precedents and by an anxious desire to | 


Mr. President, I hope this | 











promises and discord. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Virginia withdraw his motion to refer the message 
to the Committee on the Judiciary? 

Mr. MASON. I made the motion, because I 
could not see inthe message of the President that 
a Single territorial question was presented by it, 
but a question upon the proper eonstruction of 
| the laws of the Territory, or the way of enforcing 

them if improperly executed. My honorable and 
distinguished friend from South Carolina, to whose 
experience, as well as years, I always defer, and 


. 1 - 5 . . 
| who is at the head of that committee, asks that it | 


shall not be referred to him. As I understand 
| him to do that, I will withdraw the motion, I 
wish to say, however, that in making the motion 
| | had no reference whatever either to those who 


are absent or present on the Committee on Ter- | 


| ritories. I haveentireconfidenceinthem. Ihad 
no reference to the condition of that committee at 
all. Imade the motion purely because I thought, 

| and yet think, that every question contained in 

| the message is a proper question for those who are 
the censors of the law. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 


| motion to refer the message to the Committee on | 


Territories. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. It is very well known 
to the Senate that the distinguished Senator who 
is at the head of the Committee on Territories 
{Mr. Dovetas] isnow absent. It is also known 
to myself, because I received the information to- 
day, that he cannot be expected to be here for 
some time to come. I therefore move that a 


|| temporary chairman of the committee be ap- | 


pointed by the President of the Senate, until the | 


distinguished Senator from Illinois shall he 
| present and resume his place as chairman of that 
committee. I desire to have the committee full. I 
am perfectly willing to undergo all the labor that 
| lL can; but everybody knows that I am nota law- 


yer, and do not pretend to be able to expound the 


laws even of the Territories. 


Sir, I recollect perfectly well that when | the | 


people of Michigan formed a constitution and 
State government and elected their Representa- 
tive and two Senators, and sent them here with 


to the Committee on the Judiciary, and not to the 
Committee on Territories. I believe, as the 
Senator from Virginia does, that all the questions 
to be decided in this case are purely of a judicial 
character, and that they ought to go to that com- 
mittee which is constituted for the purpose of 
deciding upon such questions. I do not wish to 
shrink from the performance of any duty that 
may be devolved upon me as a member of the 
Committee on Territories; but I do not wish to 
assume the discharge of duties for which I do 
not feel myself as competent as other gentlemen. 
I move, therefore, that the President of the Senate 
be authorized to appoint a chairman pro tempore 
of the Committee on Territories to act in the 
absence of the Senator from Illinois. 


honorable Senator from Lowa will not ¢ccomplish 
his object without any uncommon procedure, by 
allowing the committee to elect its own chairman. 
There are five gentlemen on that committee. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. We want another 
member; my object is to have a full committee. 
| Mr. CASS. During the eres absence 
| of the chairman, I think every mem 
|| Senate will be disposed to trust the five members 
| of the committee who are left. Let me read the 
|| list of the members of that committee. They are 
|| Messrs. Doveras, Jones of lowa, Cotiamer, 
Bett of Tennessee, Sesastian, and Biees. | 
think it is a subject which these gentlemen are 
|| perfectly competent to manage. 
| Mr. ADAMS. The difficulty arises from the 
| modesty of the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. On the suggestion of 
the Senator from Michigan I withdraw the mo- 
tion. 





EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


} 

} 

1 On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, the Sen- 
|| ate proceeded to the consideration of executive 
|| business; and after some time spent therein, the 
| doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned 
|| to Monday. 


their constitution, that constitution was referred 


Mr. CASS. Allow me to suggest whether the | 


ver of the | 


| Carty 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1856. 

The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock,m. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Tras- 
DALE. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
INVITATION TO CANDIDATES TO WITHDRAW. 
The CLERK. The House having decided yos- 


terday that the main question should not then be 
put on the resolution submitted by Mr. Rust, 
the question recurs this morning, ‘Shall the 
main question be now put?” 

Mr. ALBRIGHT. I call for the yeas and 
nays on that question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The yeas and nays 
have already been ordered by the House. 

The CLERK. They were ordered yesterday, 
and the vote was then taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. Before the 
vote istaken, I desire, with the permission of the 
House, to say a few words. [Cries of ‘ Hear 
shim!’’ ** Ae@reed !°?] 

The CLERK. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will proceed. 

[Cries of ** No objection ") 

Mr. FULLER. 1 have but asingle remark to 
make. 

The CLERK. No objection being made, the 
gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. FULLER. I believe it is generally un- 
derstood, that immediately upon the introduction 
of the resolution of the gentleman from Arkansas, 
{Mr. Rusr,] I signified my wish and intention 
to withdraw as a candidate for the speakership. 
This has been my desire for weeks; I have so 
expressed myself to my friends. As, however, 
they have considered my name under their con- 
trol, and not under my own,I have permitted the 
continuance of its use, without public objection. 

sut I desire now distinctly to withdraw it, and 
to have it so understood. I wish, at the same 
time, to return my acknowledgments for the sup~ 
ort which I have received, and for the uniform 
kindness and courtesy with which I have been 
treated; and to express the hope that we may 
now adopt some plan of action by which these 
difficulties may be settled—some mode of adjust- 
ment which will be agreeable to ourselves, satis- 
factory to our constituents, and honorable to the 


| whole country. 


7 the motion of Mr. Prinee, to lay the 
resolution of Mr. Rusr upon the table, the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lhope the House 
will oe the names of Messrs. Ricwarpson 
and Futuer to be stricken out of the resolution, 
as they are not now candidates. 

A Member. I gplect. 

Mr. JONES. Of course it cannot be done if 
there is objection. 

The CLERK. As objection is made, it is not 
competent to alter the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to ask for a divis- 
ion of the resolution, so that there may be a vote 
taken upon the resolution separate from the pre- 
amble, 

The CLERK. Such a proposition is not in 
order now, as the pending motion is to lay the 
resolution upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lask that the resolution 
may be again read, as some gentlemen do not 
remember the phraseology. é 

The resolution was accordingly again read, as 
before reported. ; 

The question was then put, with the following 
result—yeas 100, nays 99; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Barhour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis_ D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
fax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Damrtil, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dieksen, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emvie, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val- 
entine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Kyapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 
McMullin, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Mott, Nichois, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘T'rafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash 








294 


— —$$$$_$—_ Sree - 


burn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth— 100. 

NAY S—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley &. 
nett. Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
Join P. Campbell, Cartile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cliingman, 
Howell Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Ed 
mundson, Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Har 
ris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Ha 
ven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ric 
aud. Richardson, Ruftin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, 
Samuel A. Sinith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stephens, Stewart, Swope, ‘Talbott, Taylor, Todd, 'Trippe, 
Valk. Walker, Warner, Watkins, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zoih 


cofler—99, 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 

The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and twenty-third time for Speaker, with 
the following result: Whole number of votes 
cast, 203; necessary toa choice, 102; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received... ...cccessseescece 96 
James L. Orr......- ree er reer svaknee Saenes 638 
dames B. Ricaud.....scoeeseee &Komneeeeen ene OFa8 io Be 
Henry M. Fuller........ccccs cece on jase ene e ; 
Lewis D. Campbell......... CReecsee secccecvessee 
Alexander C. M. Pennington...........-eceeeeese | 
Solomon G. Haven........eeee0. japenicenseesnaws l 
John R. Edie..... chase en bbte Reese's hagsen Kanaaaee 1 
Beith Miller. cece ccccscccces Ete enbbetsbe owee tvs s § 
Etatteee BE. HeNNStl ccccccrccodcvvcceccsces aseces l 
Jolin Williams.......... ei e ten oa¥eneense ont - 1 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaifee, Colfax, Comins, Clawson, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Gid 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Hall, Narlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lei 
ter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew QOdiver, 
Parker, Pennington, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 'Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, \Wai- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Wasiiburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Burneti, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howeil Cobb, 
Wilhamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Dowdell, bd 
mundson, Elliott, English, Fauikner, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 





Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel | 


8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, Simith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sam 
uel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, ‘Talbott, 
‘Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Ricaud—Messrs. Broo, John P. Campbell, Cox, 
Henry Winter Davis, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, J. Morrison 
Harns, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Keade, William R. Smith, 
Trippe, Valk, and Whitey. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Carlile, Cullen, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Pajne, Porter, Ready, Ricaud, Sneed, Walk- 
er, and Zolhecoffer. 

For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Edwards, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Haven. 

For Mr. Haven—Mr. Harrison. 

For Mr. Edie—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Miiler—Mr. Orr. 

For Mr. Kennett—Mr. Swope. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 


When Mr. Unnerwoop’s name was called, 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL an- 
nounced that Mr. Unprerwoop was sick, and 
had desired him to say to the House that, for 
that reason, he was not present to vote. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to submit, for 
the consideration of the House, the resolution I 
send to the Clerk’s desk; and upon it I move the 
previous question, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the persistent adherence of the Republican 
party to the Hon, Naruantet P. Banks as its candidate for 
tive office of Spoaker, after the repeated manifestations by 
the majority of the members of this House that he does 
hot possess their confidence for that situation, exhibits a 
determination to sacrifice the public interests of the coun- 
try to the triumphs of a personal and sectional party, and 


that the further continuance of his name before this body, | 


as the candidate of his party for the office of Speaker, 
justly attaches to his supporters the responsibility for a 
failure to organize this House. 


| Bradshaw, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to || 


lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. 

Mr. DUNN. 
ginia will withdraw,that resolution. It will prob- 
ably increase an existing unkindness here, which 
I think ought to be avoided. 

Mr. FAUBKNER. 


because it expresses my opinion fully. 


| sage is. 


} 
| 
i} 
| 


I hope the gentleman from Vir- | 


| restricting debate. 








Januar 


ry %, 









Mr. CRAIGE. I want to know wh 


at the mes. 


Mr. BOYCE. 


I move to repeal the resolution 


Mr. WALKER simultaneously made the like 


| motion. 


| 


I will not withdraw it, | 
If that || 


gentleman cannot stand it, 1 do not know who | 


can. 


The CLERK. Debate is out of order. 


The yeas and nays were then ordered upon the | 


motion to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Is that resolution amend- 
able? 

The CLERK. Not at this stage of the action 
of the House—the yeas and nays having been 
ordered upon a motion to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. 


from Virginia withdraw the motion for the pre- 


vious question, in order that an amendment may | 


be offered ? 

The CLERK. A motion to lay the resolution 
upon the table is pending. 

Mr. FAULKNER. At the request of my 


Will the gentleman | 


friends, I withdraw the resolution for the present. | 


VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
The House then proceeded to vote the one 


hundred and twenty-fourth time for Speaker, | 
with the following result: Whole number of | 


votes cast, 201; necessary to a choice, 101; of 
which— 
Nathaniel P. Banks received....... odes eitesh Caine 


eeeee 


James L. Orr...... ebdne 6006s bx 000s 50s0Geaynnn cee 
Henry M. Fuller.......000% ihe.00086s 000 eveednneegee 
James B. Ricaud...... i Sec haN oad. ok nese bin be 
Lewis D. Campbell........ 00+ eoccces cosccvecessee @ 
Alexander C. M.: Pennington, .iciecccec cccedessse sh 
SO MERON é nenkn cons 6 eeu adenntumins oc usebowesen 
VERE Bes SUMO 5 0 ow 0 0.5-4954,5 40000 hb6500 Ooacbece S 
EE is al wan os veiw 605% 06 Sétg ae eaness buneszee E 
Solomon G. Haven.,... ba obesecddscese seoeueucwess 'E 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Hlenry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
jrenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumbaek, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 





Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- | 


ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Kil- 


lian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew || 


Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sher- 


man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, | 


Thorington, ‘Thurston, ‘Todd, Tyson, Wade, Wakeinan, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washbburne, Ellihu 


| B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 


Woodruff, and Woodworth. 


For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barks- | 
dale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, | 


Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craig, Davidson, Dow- 


| dell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. | 


Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lump- 
kin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, San- 


didge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, | 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wil-. | 


liams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fulier—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. 


Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- | 


phrey Marshail, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, | 
Ricaud, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Valk, Walker, | 


Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Ricaud—Messrs. Cox, Henry M. Fuller, Ken- 
nett, Lake, and Trippe. 

For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Edwards, Moore, and Scott 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Haven. 

For Mr.* Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Engiish—Mr. Orr. 

For Mr. Edie—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Haven—Mr. Harrison. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE announced that he had 
paired off for the day with Mr. Trarron. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


| Mr. Sipney Wessrer, the Private Secretary | 
to the President of the United States, appeared 
| before the bar of the House, and the Doorkeeper | 


announced, ** A message from the President of 


| the United States.’’ 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


reception of any message. 
« 


I object to the 


| 
| 





Mr. ORR. I would suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio that the Secretary should first . 
allowed to make the announcement that he has . 
message from the President, and then let the 
tleman [Mr. CAMeORLE| make objection. 

The CLERK. Will the House please come 4 
order? mf 

[At this time there was great commotion and 
excitement in the Hall, a large number of mem. 
bers addressing the Clerk, amid loud cries 
‘© Order !’’ ** Order!’’] ; 

Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Ohio [M; 
CampBELL] objects to the reception of somethin» 
We do not know what itis. Now, I desire tha: 
the Clerk shall be permitted to announce to the 
House what itis. After that announcement, i; 
will be time enough to object. [Loud and eoy. 
tinued cries of ‘‘ Order!’’] 

The CLERK. If gentlemen would come tp 
order, the Clerk would state that the gentleman 


as a 
gen- 


of 


| from Alabama [Mr. Waker] makes a motion 
to rescind the resolution of the House prohibitins 
ao) 


debate. 


Mr. QUITMAN. I hope the gentleman from 


‘| Alabama will withdraw that motion until we hear 


what the Secretary has to say. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the Secretary will be allowed 
to state to the House whether he has a message 
or not. i 

A Memser. What Secretary? 

Mr. ORR. The President’s Secretary. And 
then, if he make the announcement that he has 
message, the gentleman from Ohio may objecito 
its reception. 

Mr. CRAIGE, (amid shouts of ‘* Order!’’) [ 
do not intend’to let any such rule govern me in 
this matter; let gentlemen call ** order’’ as much 
as they please. The gentleman from Ohio objects 
to the reception of. [Cries of ** Order !”’} Call 
‘*order’’ as much as you please. I understand 
all that; nevertheless, pest going to be heard. | 
represent a district which was the first to proclaim 





| independence; and I am not going to be put down 


in the performance of my duty. 
tend to be heard. 

— FLORENCE. Let us rescind the rule, 
then, 

Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Ohio ob- 
jects, I say, to the ere of a paper, |**Order! 
order!’’] without anybody having heard what 
that paper is. I want to know what it is first; 
and I do not intend to be put down. [Continuous 
calls to order.f You may call to ‘‘order”’ as 
much as you please; it has no weight upon me. 
If you want to put me down by force, you may 
try it; I will let you know whether I am to be 
put down by force or not. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would respectfully 
appeal to gentlemen to preserve order. 

r.CRAIGE. I have risen to a point of order; 
and I do not intend to be put down. 

Mr. PAINE. In the name of God and of my 
country, I protest against this whole thing; and 
if gentlemen cannot keep order, I call upon you, 
Mr. Clerk, to adjourn the House; it is your duty 
to do it. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to make a point of 
order, which I have a right to make, and which 
I intend to make. f 

Mr. PAINE. I stand here as an American 
citizen, and proclaim, before God and my country, 
that 1am ashamed to witness such a scene of 
disorder growing up in this House. 

Mr. CRAIGE. And I am ashamed that I 
should have a colleague who would object to what 
is right. I am endeavoring here to exercise 4 
right, which it is my privilege to exercise, and 
which I intend to exercise. 

Mr. PAINE. Istand up for my country against 
the world. 

The CLERK. All this debate is out of order. 

Mr. CRAIGE. [I intend to stand up agaist 
every attempt to trample on my riglits. : 

The CLERK. The Clerk respectfully appe*'s 
to the gentleman from North Carolina to wat 
until the motion to rescind the rule precluding 
debate be acted on. ‘e., 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to state my point o! 


No, sir; I in- 
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order; I have a right to do so, and am determ- 
ined to exercise that right. 7 

Mr. GIDDLNGS attempted ineffectually to 
make himself heard. 

Mr. CRAIGE., 
pint of order here, and Lintend to make it. My 
iat of order is this: As soon as a gentleman 
comes into this House, whom we do not know 
either by name or otherwise, a gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Campsext] gets up and objects to the 
reception—of what? Why, we do not know 
what it was. 
we . 
what message he brings us here, and what he 
asks of this House. And then, if the objection 
of the gentleman from Ohio to the reception of 
the message be good, we will sustain him; and, 


if the objection be not well founded, we will vote | 


him down. Weare the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States—a coédrdinate branch 
of this Government; and while we are, we havea 
right to hear what the President of the United 


States deems it his duty to communicate to us. | 


Let the messenger announce to us first who he 
js, and what he brings us. 


Mr. WALKER. Mr. Clerk, I wish to state-—— 


The CLERK. Will the gentleman first allow | 


the gentleman from North Carolina to state dis- 
tinctly what is his point of order? 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to state that I want 
the message to be properly announced. 
withdraw my motion to rescind the rule prohib- 
iting debate, until it has been announced what it 
is that is to be received. Then I shall renew it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I raise the ques- 
tion of order, that under the rule, under the res- 
olution of the House, passed some days ago, We 
cannot do any other f 
and vote for Speaker. It is not, therefore, com- 
petent for the Hoece to receive the message, un- 
less they rescind that rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move to receive the mes- 
sage; and upon that motion | ask the previous 
question. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- 


man moves to receive the message. What mes- 


I second 


sage? There is no message that the motion can | 


apply to. 
Mr. STEPHENS. The Doorkeeper has an- 


nounced a message from the President of the 
United States. 


The CLERK. The gentleman from Georgia 
will allow the Clerk to suggest that there are two 
questions of order pending, which must first be 


decided. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Camp- | 


BELL| originally rose and objected to something; 


to which the gentleman frome North Carolina || 
{Mr. rapa followed, with the point of order, | 


that the gentleman from Ohio had no right to 
object until the paper, whatever it was, had been 


received and read, so that it could be known | 


what it was. 

_ Mr. CRAIGE. No, sir; the Clerk does me 
injustice. The gentleman from Ohio rose and 
objected to the reception of the paper—or to 
something. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. The mes- 
sage? 

_Mr. CRAIGE. No, sir; not to the message. 
No message has been announced. We do not 
know that there is a message. The gentleman 
from Ohio objected to something; we do not 
know what that something was. I then made 
the point of order, that we, as a representative 


body, should be doing injustice to ourselves, and | 


injustice to another and coérdinate branch of the 
Government, if we did not hear and understand 
clearly and distinctly what it is that is desired 


of us, who is the messenger, and what he bears | 
The objection of the gentleman from | 
Ohio, or of any one, cannot be received until | 


to us. 


that much is known. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from North 


Carolina will permit the Clerk to suggest that | 
this er all be avoided by the motion | 


which has been made by the gentleman from 


Georgia, (Mr. Sreruens,] and seconded by the | 
feoleens from Kentucky, [Mr. Humpnrey | 


Janswatt.) The previous question has been 
demanded; and if gentlemen will withdraw their 
questions of order, the House can then determ- 
ine for itself whether it will receive the paper. 


I have gota right to make a 


Now, my point of order is, that | 
have aright to know who the messenger is, | 


I will | 


usiness except to go on | 


THE CONGRESS 


| 


Mr. CRAIGE. But, sir, I want before any 


| such question is put, before any question is de- 


cided, that the messenger, whoever he is, shall 


/ announce to the House what proposition it is 


that he makes. The House can then determine 


whether they will grant it. The messenger has 


| that right, and the members of the House have 
| the right to this information. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from 
Georgia will wait for a moment, before making 
his motion, until the message has been announced, 
it seems to me that it could, with better propriety, 
be submitted to the House. It seems to me that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campse tt} should 
wait until it has been announced before making 
his objection. Then would be the proper time 
to raise the objection. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The message was an- 
nounced. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; the message was 
not announced. Wedo not know what is asked 
ofus by the messenger. The gentleman from Ohio 
will see, upon a moment’s reflection, that we do 
not know what may be the character of the com- 
munication the messenger has to make. It may 
be that the message is something that is entirely 
within the competency of the House, in the gen- 
tleman’s own view, to receive. It may be that it 
furnishes some information in response to a res- 
olution of a former Congress, requiring no legis- 
lation, and to the reception of which there can 
be no objection. I think the Secretary should be 
permitted to make his announcement; and then, 
if he announces a message, we shall be prepared 
to vote upon its reception. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. On a former oc- 
casion, when a message from the President was 
transmitted to us, the point was made upon me 
that the objection to its reception came too late, 
that the announcement was made, and the mes- 


| sage deposited by the Secretary of the President 


| upon the Clerk’s desk, before objection was made. 








tt 


i} 
th 


I desired now to enter my objection in time. 

Mr. CRAIGE. The point was made upon the 
former occasion to which the gentleman refers,* 
that the objection came too late. My point now 
is, that the objection came rather too soon. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


that the motion of the gentleman from Georgia 


SONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr. ORR. The Doorkeeper made the 


nouncement in the usual form. 
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an- 
The gentleman 


{from Ohio knows that the te CF te should 


announce a messenger from fe Presi 
United States, or something of that sort. 
Secretary himself announces that he has a mes- 
sage. 


ent of the 


The 


When that announcement has been made, 


| it will then be competent to object to its recep- 


As it has been suggested | 


will permit the question on the reception to be | 
settled by the House, I will withdraw my point | 


of order, and allow the question to be taken upon 
that motion. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 


|| question. 


The CLERK. The gentleman will recollect 
that there are two points of order that must be 
settled before the main question can be ordered 
upon the motion that the message be received. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ihave already stated that 
I withdraw my question of order for the purpose 
of allowing the vote to be taken upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Iam perfectly willing to con- 
cede to the gentleman from Ohio the right to ob- 
ject to the reception of the message; but the 
point of order I have raised is as to the time of 
making it. The point was made the other day 
that it was made too late: | now make tae point 
that the objection was made tooroon. [Cries of 
** Order!”’ 

The CLERK. The gentleman will permit the 
Clerk to state—— 

Mr.CRAIGE. I insistupon my oe of order. 
I want that the message should be announced 
before objection is made toits reception. [Cries of 
** Order !”’ 

Mr.QUITMAN. Mr. Clerk,! have this point 
of order to make to the House, and I pledge 
myself that whatever my opinions may be I 
will abide by them. I have no wish that the 
House should be taken by surprise; but, sir, I 
submit that itis the right of every member of the 
House to hear what announcement the Se¢retary 
of the President has tomake. How is it known 
that he has a message to present? To what does 
the gentleman from Ohio object? If there isa 
message presented here, I am willing that the 
gentleman from Ohio should have a fair chance 
to object to its reception; but let us hear what 
announcement the Secretary wishes to make. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. A message has already 
been announced by the Doork- 

Mr. CRAIGE. No, ~- 


I demand the previous | 


| opportunity. 
| tion some minutes since. 


| question. 


|} tion 


| question. 





tion. 


Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 


It occurs 


| to me that it is a matter that involves the privi- 
| lege of a member of this House i 
he Order !’")] 





[Cries of 
Mr. RUST. 


I call the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to order. 


If gentlemen are to be allowed 


| to speak out of order I have something to say. 


If this debate is to go on, let all have an equal 

y. [Cries of “ Order!’ “ Order!*’] 
Mr. STEPHENS. I rose to a privileged ques- 
1 moved that the mes- 
sage be received, and demanded the previous 
Task that the vote may be taken upon 

my motion. [Considerable confusion cuniethdl 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I demand that the vote 
be taken upon the motion of the gentleman from 


Georgia. 


Mr. CRAIGE. I want the vote to be first taken 
upon my point of order. I insist that no objec- 
can be raised—no vote taken until the an- 


nouncement desired to be made by the Secretary 


| of the President has been made. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I insist that the vote 
shall be taken upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Sternens. | 

The CLERK. The House must first settle the 
questions of order that have been raised. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [desire to know 


| what it is that the gentleman from Georgia moves 
| to receive? 


Mr. STEPHENS. 
The CLERK. 


The message. 
Does the gentleman from North 


| Carolina withdraw his question of order? or, if 
| not, will the gentleman state precisely what it 


is? 

Mr. CRAIGE. My point of order is that the 
messenger from the President shall be allowed to 
announce to the House what it is that he has for 
us. The House will then be prepared to act 
upon it, 

The CLERK. The Clerk would suggest to 
the gentleman from North Carolina that he should 
withdraw his point of order until the vote has 
been taken upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia, which will obviate the necessit 
for the point. Does the gentleman from Nort 
Carolina now withdraw his point of order? 

Mr. CRAIGE. I withdraw my point of order 
if the gentleman from Ohio withdrew his whole 
proposition. 

The CLERK. 
so. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I understood that he did not 
doso. He &till helds on to his point en the re- 
ception of the message; therefore I insist on my 

yoint of order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Ohio 
simply objected to the reception of the message. 
He still adheres to that objection. The gentleman 


The gentleman from Ohio did 


| from Georgia now moves that the message be re- 


ceived; and on that motion calls for the previous 
The call has received a second. 

Several MemBers. Yeas and nays. 

The question was taken; and the Clerk de- 
clared the yeas and nays ordered. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I think there is a misunder- 


| standing in reference to the yeas and nays. The 


House, in my judgment, want the yeas and _ 
on the main question, and not on ordering the 
main question to be now put. (Cries of “* Yeas 
and nays on the main question; that is it.’’] 
The CLERK. The Clerk will hold, then, that 
the main question has been ordered to be now 
put; and that the yeas and nays are ordered on 
the main question, which is, ‘‘ Shall the message 


| be received?’’ 


There was no objection, and it was so held. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Clerk, we are now to 


| vote on the question, ** Shall the message be re- 


ceived??? What message? I wish the announce- 
ment to be made by the messenger what is the 
character of the message, so that | may vote in- 
telligently. I want to know what it is I am 


| voling on. 


The CLERK. The Clerk cannot answer the 
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gentleman; the House is now in the execution 
of an order. [Cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. MORGAN. Has the last vote for Speaker 
been announced? , 

The CLERK. Ithas not. The question was 
taken on the question, ** Shall the message be re- 
ceived?” and it was decided in the affirmauive— 
yeas 117, nays 84; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, Cad- 
watader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dowdell, 
Durtee, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thoras J. PD. Fuller,Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, GeorgesW. Jones, J. 

Mancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Knight, Knox, Lake, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum 
yhrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc Mullin, 
eQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichi- 
ols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ritchie, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, ‘Talbott, Taylor, 
Thurston, ‘Todd, " rippe, Ty son, Valk, Wakeman, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, ells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicof- 
fer—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis 
. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, Cumback, 


Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, || 


Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Edie, Emrie, Evans, Giddings, Gil 
bert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh 
ston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Norton, Parker, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Pur- 
viance, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spin- 


nér, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Wal- || 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. || 


Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth—é4. 


So the message was ordered to be received. 
Pending the call, 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL rose and 


said: Mr. Clerk, am I called on to vote in refer- 


ence to the og mow of the message from the |\« 


President of the United States, now in the hands 
of his Private Secretary, who appears below the 
bar of the House? 

The CLERK. ‘That is the question. 


Mr. MARSHALL. ‘Then I vote ay. 


The result of the one hundred and twenty- 
fourth vote was, by unanimous consent, here || 


announced as it is above set forth. 
The CLERK. ‘The House has voted to re- 
ceive the message. 


Mr. MeQUEEN. Mr. Clerk, I move thatthe 


President’s Private Seeretary present his message, | 


and that it be now received in the usual form. 

The CLERK. That will be done. (To the 
Private Secretary.) 
the message from the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. Stonry Wesster, the Private Secretary 
of the President, then appeared at the bar of the 
House, and said: 

Tam directed by the President of the United 


States to deliver to the House of Representatives | 
A message in Writing, if it be the pleasure of the | 


House to receive it. 
Several Memsers. 
House to receive it. 
The Doorkeeper laid the message on the Clerk's 
table. 
Mr. 
move that the message be read. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. 
motion be laid on the table; and on that motion I 
demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


It is the pleasure of the 


Mr. CADWALADER. Mr. Clerk, on the. 


matter of the constitutional privilege of the House 


States. [Loud and protracted cries of ‘‘ Order!’’ 
from ail parts of the Hall.] 

The CLERK. 
is not in order. 


Mr. CADWALADER. 


THE BONGRESSIONAL 


| tion of a Speaker, hasa right to have the message 


| it his duty ‘‘ from time to time”? to “ give to the 
| Congress inrormation of the state of the Union,”’ | 
| &e. The objection founded on the act of Gon- 
| gress of 1789, requiring the Speaker to be sworn, | 


| the fifth section of the fiyst article of the Consti- 


| of information, with a view to the future transac- | 


| Emrie, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- | 


| ruff, and Woodworth—90. 


The House will now receive | 


| Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- | 
|| ner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Ful- 


| ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Ken- 
| nett, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexan- 


ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I) 


And I move that that || 


| the motion that the message be read. 


Tv | on the motion. 
i desire to refer to the Constitution of the United || 


| dering the yeas and nays to rise, and, on count- 


Objection being made, debate || 


read as *‘ information’? communicated by the Pres- 
ident, under the third section of the second article 
of the Constitution. This section authorizes the 
President, on extraordinary occasions, to ‘* con- 
vene both Houses, or either of them;’’ and makes 


&c., ** before entering on any other business,’’ has 
no weight. The word * business’’ is found in 


tution, which, when compared with the third 
section of the second article, confirms the propo- 
sition, founded on the common sense and ordi- 
nary understanding of mankind, that the receipt 


tion of business, does not involve any present trans- 
action of business. It is thus our constitutional 
privilege to receive this information at once; and | 
if we should exclude it we would violate our 
duty to our constituents and to ourselves. 
{Cries of ** Order!’’ interrupted the above re- | 
marks in many places. | 
The CLERK decided that the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania had the right to state his point of 
order, but not to argue it. 
Mr. CADWALADER. I have said all that 


The CLERK. Does the gentleman insist on | 


| | desired in ee of my point of order. | 
| 
| 


his point? 
Mr. CADWALADER. I wish the message 
read. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Kentucky | 


moves that the message be read. The gentleman 
from New York moves that that motion be laid 
on the table. 


ordered. 


The question was taken on the motion to lay | 
on the table; and it was decided in the.negative | 
| —yeas 90, nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Alllson, Banks, Barbour, flen- 


| ry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- | 


shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 


|, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, | 


Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, 


ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, M 


burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welcli, Wood, Wood- 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 


| Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Broom, Bur- | 


nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Witliamson R. W. Cobb, 


ler, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison liarris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Hous- 


der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mitiward, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 


Packer, Paine, Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Powell, Quit- | 


man, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Riehardson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Tyson, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer—108. 


So the House refused to lay the motion on the 
table. 


The CLERK. The question now recurs on 


Mr. WATSON. I demand the yeas and nays 


The CLERK requested those in favor of or- 


ing them, declared that there was nota sufficient 
number up. 


Mr. WATSON. I demand tellers on the yeas 


GLOBE. 


'« Shall the message be read ?”’ and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 86; as follows: 





Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, | 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W, ¢ 
Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmund 
Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridg 

ner, Florence, F 

Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert Hoffman 


The question is first on the latter | 
motion, on which the yeas and nays have been | 







cCarty, Meacham, Moore, | 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Perry, | 
|| Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, 

Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stran- | 
| ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihn B. Wash- 
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YEAS—Measrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale 


sro 

lile, ¢ ‘aruthen’ 
obb, 
ves son, 
e, Eustis, Evans, Fan)’ 
oster, Henry M. Puller Thomas J, D. 


Sampsng 


Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kei, 
Kennett, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alex’ 


ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel! s. Mar. 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mj). 
son, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pack, ' 


Paine, Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Powell, Quitmay 
Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandigop’ 
Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Willian, 
R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Tay. 
lor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Warner, Way. 
kins, Wells,Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Danio 
B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—108, 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barboy; 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bhi«’ 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis p’ 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covoge. 
Cragin, Cumback, Damreil, Timothy Davis, Day, Deay’ 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emre’ 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger. Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunke), 
Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mijler. 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Norton, Parker, Peltoy, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stray. 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Was). 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wood, Woodruff, anj 
Woodworth—86. ‘ 


So the message was ordered to be read. 


The CLERK then read the message, which js 
as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

Circumstances have occurred to disturb the 
course of governmental organization in the Ter. 
ritory of Kansas, and produce there a condition 
of things which renders it incumbent on me to 
call your attention to the subject, and urgently 
to recommend the adoption by you of such meas- 
ures of legislation as the grave exigences of the 
case appear to require. 

A brief exposition of the circumstances refereed 
to, and of their causes, will be necessary to the 
full understanding of the recommendations which 
it is proposed to submit. 

The act to organize the Territories of Nebraska 
and Kansas was a manifestation of the legislative 
opinion of Congress on two great points of con- 
stitutional construction: one, that the designation 
of the boundaries of a new Territory, and pro- 
vision for its political organization and adminis- 
tration as a ‘Territory, are measures which of 
right fall within the powers of the General Gov- 
ernment; and the other, that the inhabitants of 
any such Territery, considered as an inchoate 
State, are entitled, in-the exercise of self-govern- 
ment, to determine for themselves what shall be 
their own domestic institutions, subject only to 
the Constitution and the laws duly enacted by 
Congress under it, and to the power of the exist- 
ing States to decide according to the provisions 
and principles of the Constitution at what time 
the Territory shall be received as a State into the 
Union. Such are the great political rights which 
are solemnly declared and affirmed by that act. 
Based upon this theory, the act of Congress 
defined for each Territory the outlines of repub- 
liean government, disteibuting public authority 
among lawfully created agents—executive, judi- 
cial, and legislative—to be appointed either by 
the General Government or by the Territory. 
The legislative functions were intrusted to 4 
Council and a House of Representatives duly 
elected and empowered to enact all the local laws 
which they might deem essential to their pros- 
perity, happiness, and good government. Acting 
in the same spirit, Congress also defined the per- 
sons who were in the first instance to be consid- 
ered as the people of each Territory ; enacting 
that every free white male inhabitant of the same 
above the age of twenty-one years, being an 
actual resident thereof, and possessing the quali- 









I rise to a point of || and nays. fications hereafter described, should be entitled 
order. I have the right to state it. [Continued || Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ‘Sasene' to vote at the first election, and be eligible to 
cries of ** Order !”’ || and WinsLow were appointed. || any office within the Territory ; but that the 

The CLERK. The gentleman has the rightto | The question was taken; and the yeas and || qualifications of voters and holding office at all 
state his point of order. nays were ordered, the tellers having reported— subsequent elections should be such as might 


Mr. CADWALADER. I rise to a point of 1 ayes thirty-seven; more than one fifth of those | 
order, involving a question of constitutional priv- || present. 


ilege. I submit that the House, before the elec- || The question was then taken on the question, | 


be prescribed by the islative Assembly: Pro- 
vided / however, that the right of suffrage and 
of holding office should be exercised only by 
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citizens of the United States, and those who | 
should have declared on oath their intention to | 
pecome such, and have taken an oath to sup- 
jort the Constitution of the United States and 
the provisions of the act: And provided, further, 
that no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or | 
other person in the Army or Navy of the United | 
States, or attached to troops in their service, 
should be allowed to vote or hold office in either 
Territory by reason of bemg on service therein. 

Such of the public officers of the Territories 
as, by the provisions of*the act, were to be ap- 
ointed by the General Government, including 
the Governors, were appointed and commissioned 
in due season; the law having been enacted on | 
the 30th of May, 1854, and the commission of 
the Governor of the Territory of Nebraska 
being dated on the 2d day of August, 1854, and 
of the Territory of Kansas on the 29th day of 
June, 1854. 

Among the duties imposed by the act on the 
Governors was that of directing and superintend- 
ing the political organization of the respective | 
Territories. The Governor of Kansas was re- 
quired to cause a census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants and qualified voters of the several 
counties and districts of the Territory, to be 
taken by such persons and in such mode as he 
might designate and appoint; to appoint and di- 
rect the time and places of holding the first | 
elections, and the manner of conducting them, 
both as to the persons to superintend such elec- 
tions and the returns thereof; to declare the num- 
ber of the members of the Council and House 
of Representatives for each county or district; 
to declare what persons might appear to be duly 
elected; and to appoint the time and place of the 
first meeting of the Legislative Assembly. In 
substance, the same duties were devolved on the | 
Governor of Nebraska. 

While, by this act, the principle of constitution 
foreach of the Territories was one and the same, 
and the details of organic legislation regarding 
both were as nearly as could be identical, and | 
while the Territory of Nebraska was tranquilly || 
and successfully organized in the due course of 
law, and its first Legislative Assembly met on | 
the 16th of January, 1855, the organization of 
Kansas was long delayed and has been attended 
with serious difficulties and embarrassments, 
partly the consequence of local mal-administra- 
tion, and partly of the unjustifiable interference | 
of the inhabitants of some of the States foreign | 
by residence, interests, and rights to the Territory. 

The Governor of the Territory of Kansas, com- | 
missioned, as before stated, on the 29th of June, 
1854, did not reach the designated seat of his | 
government until the 7th of the ensuing October; 
and even then failed to make the first step in its | 
legal organization—that of ordering the census 
or enumeration of its inhabitants—until so late a || 
day that the election of the members of the Le- 
gislative Assembly did not take place until the 
30th of March, 1855, nor its meeting until the 2d 
of July, 1855. So that, for a year after the Ter- 
ritory was constituted by the act of Congress and 
the officers to be appointed by the Federal Exec- 
utive had been commissioned, it was without a || 
complete government, without any legislative || 
authority, without local law, and of course with- 
out the ordinary guarantees of peace and public | 
order. 

In other respects, the Governor, instead of ex- 
ercising constant vigilance and putting forth all 
his energies to prevent or counteract the tenden- 
cies to illegality which are prone to exist in all 
imperfectly-organized and newly-associated com- 
munities, allowed his attention to be diverted from 
official obligation by other objects, and himself 
Set an example of the violation of law in the per- 
formance of acts which rendered it my duty, in 
the sequel, to remove him from the office of chief 
executive magistrate of the Territory. 

Before the requisite preparation was accom- 
plished for election of a Territorial Legislature, 
an election of Delegate to Congress had been held 
in the Territory on the 29th day of November, 
1854, and the Delegate took his seat in the House 
of Representatives without challenge. Ifarrange- 
ments had been perfected by the Governor so that | 
the election for members of the Legislative As- 
sembly might be held in the several precincts at 
the same time as for Delegate to Congress, any || 
question appertaining to the qualification of the || 














| ities of the Territory. 





pou voting as people of the Territory would || the session, was communicated by the Gc 


have passed necessarily and at once under the 
supervision of Congress, as the judge of the 
validity of the return of the Delegate, and would 
have been determined before conflicting passions 
had become inflamed by time, and before oppor- 
tunity could have been afforded for systematic 
interference of the people of individual States. 
This interference, in so far as concerns its pri- 
mary causes and its immediate commencement, 
was one of the incidents of that pernicious agita- 
tion on the subject of the condition of the colored 
persons held to service in some of the States, 
which has sa long disturbed the repose of our 
country, and excited individuals, otherwise pat- 
riotic and law-abiding, to toil with misdirected 
zeal in the attempt to propagate their social theo- 
ries by the perversion and abuse of the powers of 
Congress. The persons and the parties, whom 
the tenor of the act to organize the Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas thwarted in the endeavor 
to impose, through the agency of Congress, their 
particular views of social organization on the 
people of the future new States, now perceiving 
that the policy of leaving the inhabitants of each 
State to judge for themselves in this respect was 
ineradically rooted in the convictions of the peo- 
ple of the Union, then had recourse, in the pur- 


| suit of their general object, to the extraordinary 


measure of propagandist colonization of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, to prevent the free and natural 


| actien of its inhabitants in its internal organiza- 
| tion, and thus to anticipate or to force the determ- 
| ination of that question in this inchoate State. 


With such views, associations were organized 


| in some of the States, and their purposes were 
| proclaimed through the press in language ex- , 


tremely irritating and offensive to those of whom 
the colonists were to become the neighbors. Those 
designs and acts had the necessary consequence 


| to awaken emotions of intense indignation in 


States near to the Territory of Kansas, and 
especially in the adjoiming State of Missouri, 
whose domestic peace was thus the most directly 
endangered; but they are far from justifying the iL 
legal and reprehensible counter-movements which 
ensued. 

Under these inauspicious circumstances, the 


pomeary elections for members of the Legislative 
I 


Assembly were held in most, if not all, of the 
precincts at the time and the places, and by 
the persons designated and appointed by the 
Governor according to law. 

Angry accusations that illegal votes had been 
polled abounded on all sides, and imputations 
were made both of fraud and violence. But the 
Governor, in the exercise of the power and the 
discharge of the duty conferred and imposed by 
law on him alone, officially received and con- 


|| sidered the returns; declared a large majority of 


the members of the Council and the House of 
Representatives ‘‘duly elected;’’ withheld cer- 
tificates from others because of alleged illegality 
of votes; appointed a new election to supply the 


plore of the persons not certified; and thus at 


ength, in all the forms of statute, and with his 


| own Official authentication, complete legality was 


given to the first Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory. 
Those decisions of the returning officers and 


| of the Governor are final, except that, by the 
| parliamentar j 
| the organic law, it may be conceded that each 


usage of the country applied to 


House of the Assembly must have been compe- 
tent to determine, in the last resort, the qualifi- 
cations and the eltction of its members. The 
subject was, by its nature, one appertaining ex- 
clusively to the jurisdiction of the local author- 
Whatever irregularities 
may have occurred in the elections, it seems too 
late now to raise that question. At all events, it 
is a question as to which, neither now nor at any 
revious time, has the least possible legal authority 

en possessed by the President of the United 
States. For all present purposes the legislative 
body thus constituted and lected was the legit- 
imate Assembly of the Territory. 

Accordingly, the Governor, by proclamation, 
convened the Assembly thus elected to meet at a 
place called Pawnee City. The two Houses met, 
and were duly organized in the ordinary parlia- 
mentary form; each sent to, and received from, 
the Governor the official communications usual 
on such occasions; an elaborate message, opening 
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overnor; 
and the general business of legislation was entered 
upon by the Legislative Assembly. 

But, after a few days, the Assembly resolved 
to adjourn to another place in the Territory. A 
law was accordingly passed, against the consent 
of the Governor, but in due form otherwise. to 
remove the seat of government temporarily to the 
‘* Shawnee Manual Labor School,”’ (or Mission,) 
and thither the Assembly proceeded. After this, 
receiving a bill for the establishment of a ferry at 
the town of Kickapoo, the Governor refused to 
sign it, and, by special message, assigned for 
reason of refusal, not anything objectionable in 
the bill itself, nor any pretense of the illegality or 
incompetency of the Assembly as such, but only 
the fact that the Assembly had by its act trans- 
ferred the seat of government temporarily from 
Pawnee City to Shawnee Mission. For the same 
reason he continued to refuse to sign other bills, 
until, in the course of a few days, he, by official 
message, communicated to the Assembly the fact 
that he had received notification of the termination 
of his functions as Governor, and that the duties 
of the office were legally devolved on the Secretary 
of the Territory; thus to the last recognizing the 
body as a duly-elected and constituted Legislative 
Assembly. 

It will be perceived that, if any constitutional 
defect attached to the legislative acts of the As- 
sembly, it is not pretended to consist in irregular- 
ity of election, or want of qualification of the mem- 
bers, but only in the change of its place of session. 
However trivial this objection may seem to be, it 
requires to be considered, because upon it is 
founded all that superstructure of acts, plainly 
against law, which now threatens the peace, not 
only of the Territory of Kansas, but of the Union. 

Such an objection to the proceedings of the Le- 
gislative Assembly was of exceptionable origin, 
forthe reason that, by the express terms of the 
organic law, the seat of government of the Ter- 
ritory was * located temporarily at Fort Leaven- 
worth,’’ and yet the Governor himself remained 


| there less than two months, and of his own dis- 


cretion transferred the seat of government to the 


| Shawnee Mission, where it in fact was at the 


time the Assembly were called to meet at Pawnee 
City. If the Governor had any such right to 
change temporarily the seat of government, still 
more had the Legislative Assembly. ‘The objec- 
tion is of exceptionable origin for the further rea- 
son, that the place indicated by the Governor, 


| without having any exclusive claim of preference 
in itself, was a proposed town site only, which 


he and others were attempting to locate unlaw- 


| fully upon land within a military reservation, 


and for participation in which illegal act the 
commandant of the post—a superior officer of 
the Army—has been dismissed by sentence of 
court-martial. 

Nor is it easy to see why the Legislative As- 
sembly might not with propriety pass the terri- 
torial act transferring its sittings to the Shawnee 
Mission. If it could not, that must be on account 
of some prohibitory or incompatible provision of 
act of Congress. But no such provision exists. 


| The organic aci, as already quoted, says * the 


seat of government is hereby located temporarily 
at Fort Leavenworth,” and it then provides that 
certain of the public buildings there ‘* may be 
occupied and used under the direction of the 
Governor and Legislative Assembly.’’ These 
expressions might possibly be construed to imply 
that when in a previous section of the act it was 
enacted that “the first Legislative Assembly 
shall meet at such place and on such day as the 
Governor shall appoint,’’ the word ** place’’ 
means place at Bort Leavenworth, not place 
anywhere in the Territory. If so, the Governor 
would have been the first to err in this matter, 
not only in himself having removed the seat of 
government to the Shawnee Mission, but in again 
removing it to Pawnee City. If there was an 
departure from the letter of the law, therefore, it 
was his in both instances. 

But, however this may be, it is most unreason- 
able to suppose that by the terms of the organie 
act Congress intended to do impliedly what it 
has not done expressly—that is, to forbid to the 
Legislative Assembly the power to choose any 

lace it might see fit as the temporary seat of 
its deliberations. That is proved by the signifi- 


| cant language of one of the subsequent acts of 
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Congress on the subject, that of March 3, 1855, 
which, in making appropriation for public build- 
ings of the Territory, enacts that the same shall 
not be expended * until the Legislature of said 
Territory shall have fixed by law the permanent 
seat of government.”’ these ex- 
pressions, does not prof ss to be granting the 
rower to fix the permanent seat of government, 
at recognizes the power as one already granted. 
But how? Undoubtedly by the comprehensive 
provision of the organic act itself, which declares 
that ‘ the legislative power of the Territory shall 
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, con- 
sistent with the Constitution of the United States 
and the provisions of this act.’’ If, in view of 
this act, the Legislative Assembly had the large 
power to fix the permanent seat of government 
at any place in its discretion, of course by the 
same enactment it had the less and the included 
power to fix it temporarily. 

Nevertheless, the allegation that the acts of the 
Legislative Assembly were illegal by reason of 
this removal of its place of session was brought 
forward to justify the first great movement in 
disregard of law within the Territory. One of 
the acts of the Legislative Assembly provided 
for the election of a Delegate to the present Con- 
gress, and a Delegate was elected under that law. 


Congress, 1n 


Sut, subsequently to this,a portion of the people | 


of the Territory proceeded without authority of 
law to elect another Delegate. 

Following upon this movement was another 
and more important one of the same general 
character. Persons confessedly not constituting 
the body politic, or all the inhabitants, but merely 
a party of the inhabitants, and without law, have 


undertaken to summon a convention for the pur- | 


pose of transforming the ‘Territory into a State, 
and have framed a constitution, adopted it, and 
under it elected a Governor and other officers, and 
n Representative to Congress. 

In extenuation of these illegal acts, it is alleged 
that the States of California, Michigan, and 
others, were self-organized, and, as such, were 
admitted into the Union without a previous ena- 
bling act of Congress. It is true that while, in 
a majority of cases, a previous act of Congress 
has been passed to authorize the Territory to 
present itself as a State, and that this is deemed 
the most regular course, yet such an act has not 
been held to be indispensable, and, in some cases, 
the Territory has proceeded without it, and has 
nevertheless been admitted into the Union asa 
State. It lies with Congress to authorize before- 
hand, or to confirm afterwards, in its discretion: 
but in no instance has a State been admitted 
upon the geen of persons acting against 
authorities duly constituted by act of Congress. 
In every case it is the people of the Territory, 
not a party among them, who have the power to 
form a constitution, and ask for admission as a 
State. No principle of public law, no practice or 
orecedent under he Constitution of ie United 
States, no rule of reason, right, or common sense, 
confers any such power as that now claimed by 
a mere party in the Territory. In fact, what has 
been done is of revolutionary character. It is 
avowedly so in motive and in aim as respects the 
local law of the Territory. It will become trea- 
sonable insurrection if it reach the length of or- 
ganized resistance by force to the fundamental 


or any other Federal law, and to the authority of | 


the General Government. 

In such an event, the path of duty for the 
Executive is plain. The Constitution requiring 
him to take’care that the laws of the Tnited 
States be faithfully executed, if they be opposed 
in the Territory of Kansas, he may and should 
place at the disposal of the marshal any public 
force of the United States which happens to be 
within the jurisdiction, to be used as a portion 
of the posse comitatus; and, if that do not suffice 
to maintain order, then he may call forth the 
mulitia of one or more States for that object, or 


employ for the same object any part of the land | 


or naval force of the United States. So, also, 
if the obstruction be to the laws of the Territory, 
and it be duly presented to him as a case of ili- 
surrection, he may employ for its suppression 
the militia of any State, or the land or naval force 
of the United States. And if the Territory be 
invaded by the citizens of other States, whether 
for the pu 


| tiguous States, personally or collectively, to pro- | 
| duce among them any political emotion. Climate, | 
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unable to repel or withstand it, they will be en. | 


public freedom. 


| to judge. 
the law of the land—it is his duty to cause it to be | 
executed, or to sustain the authorities of any | 
State or Territory in executing it in Opposition to || 


titled to, and upon the fact being fully ascertained 
they shall most certainly receive, the aid of the | 
General Government. 
But it is not the duty of the President of the | 
United States to volunteer interposition by force 
to preserve the 
or Territory. ‘o do so would be subversive of 
And whether a law be wise or 
unwise, just or unjust, is not a question for him 
If it be constitutional—that is, if it be 


all insurrectionary movements. 

Our system affords no justification of revo- 
lutionary acts; for the constitutional means of 
relieving the people of unjust administration and 
laws, by achange of public agents and by repeal, 


. ‘ 
are ample, and more prompt and effective than | 
illegal violence. These constitutional means must | 
| be scrupulously guarded—this great prerogative | 


of popular sovereignty sacredly respected. 


t is the undoubted right of the peaceable and || 


orderly of the Territory of Kansas to elect their 


own legislative body, make their own laws, and | 
| regulate their own social institutions, without | 
Interference, | 


foreign or domestic molestation. 
on the one hand, to procure the abolition or pro- 
hibition of slave labor in the Territory has pro- 
duced mischievous interference; on the other for 
its maintenance or introduction. One wrong 
begets another. Statements entirely unfounded, 
or grossly exaggerated, concerning events within 
the Territory, are sedulously diffused through 
remote States to feed the flame of sectional ani- 


mosity there; and the agitators there exert them- | 


selves indefatigably in return to encourage and 
stimulate strife within the Territory. 

The inflammatory agitation, of which the pres- 
ent is but a part, has for twenty years produced 
nothing save unmitigated evil, North and South. 

3ut for it the character of the domestic institutions 
of the future new State would have been a matter 
of too little interest to the inhabitants of the con- 


soil, production, hopes of rapid advancement and 
the pursuit of happiness on the 
themselves, with good wishes, 
ference from without, would have quietly determ- 
ined the question, which is at this time of such 
disturbing character. 

jut we are constrained to turn our attention to 
the circumstances of embarrassment as they now 
exist. It is the duty of the people of Kansas to 
discountenance cv¥ery act or purpose of resistance 
to its laws. Above all, the emergency appeals to 
the citizens of the States, and especially of those 
contiguous to the Territory, neither by interven- 
tion of non-residents in elections, nor by unau- 
thorized military force, to attempt to encroach 


| upon or usurp the authority of the inhabitants of 


the Territory, 

No citizen of our country should permit him- 
self to forget that he is a part of its Government, 
and entitled to be heard in the determination of 
its policy and its measures, and that, therefore, 


| the highest considerations of personal honor and 


patriotism require him to_maintain, by whatever || 


of power or influence he may possess, the integ- 
rity of the laws of the Republic. 
Entertaining these views, it will be my imper- 


ative duty to exert the whole power of the Federal | 


| Executive to support public, order in the Terri- 


tory ; to vindicate its laws, whether Federal orlocal, 
against all attempts of organized resistance; and 
so to protect its people in the establishment of 
their own institutions, undisturbed by encroach- 
ment from without, and in the full enjoyment of 
the rights of self-government assured to them by 
the Constitution and the organic act of Congress. 

Although serious and threatening disturbances 
in the Territory of Kansas, announced to me by 


the Governor in December last, were speedily 


| quieted without the effusion of blood, and ina 


satisfactory manner, there is, I regret to say, 


| reason to apprehend that disorders will continue 


other, and the local authorities find themselves || 


to occur there, with increasing tendency to vio- 
lence, until some decisive measure be taken to 
dispose of the question itself which constitutes 


| the inducement or occasion of internal agitation || 
rpose of deciding elections or for any || and of external interference. 


This, it seems to me, can best be accomplished 


LOBE. 


|| gates, duly elected by the qualified vote 


pany of elections either in a State | 


— of the settlers | 
yut with no inter- | 
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Qiks iehatae tech ae 
by providing that, when the inhabitants of Kan. 
sas may desire it, and shall be of Suffic 
| bers to constitute a State, a conventio 





ient num. 
n of dele. 
rs, shall 
8 to pre- 
8, for its 


| assemble to frame a constitution, and thu 


pare, through regular and lawful mean 

admission into the Union as a State. 

| I respectfully recommend the enactment of g 
law to that effect. 

I recommend, also, that a special appropriation 
be made to defray any expense which may be. 
come requisite in the eXecution of the laws or the 
maintenance of public order in the Territory of 
Kansas. FRANKLIN PIERCK, 

W asHINGTON, January 24, 1856. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I suppose, M; 
| Clerk, that it is not in order to debate the mes. 
|| sage? 
| The CLERK. Debate is not in order, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I congratulate the coyn. 
try—— [The remainder of the sentence was 
lost amid almost deafening cries of ‘* Order ” from 
every part of the Hall.] I move that the message 
| be laid on the table. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL, | 
move that it be kept by the Clerk, to be handed 
over to his successor. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
cation of my motion. 

The CLERK. The gentleman will please state 
his motion as modified. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Itis that the messaze be 
| laid on the table, and committed by the House to 
the hands of the Clerk, to be delivered by him to 
his successor. 

Mr. WALKER. I hope the motion may be 
withdrawn, so that I may submit a motion to 
| rescind the ten-minute rule. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish my motion to be 
voted on now, and as a distinct proposition, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the message be 
laid on the table, it will always be in the power 
of the House to take it up and make whatever 
disposition of it members may see fit. 

Mr. SNEED. I move that the motion be laid 
| on tle table, which will, [ believe, carry the mes- 
sage and all there. 

The CLERK. It will. 

The question was taken, and the motion of 
Mr. Campse.Lt, embracing the message, was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CADWALADER obtained the floor. 








I accept that as a modif- 





| Mr.LEITER. I move that the House donow 
adjourn. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsy]l- 


vania is on the floor. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I 
move that when the House adjourns to-day it 
be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CADWALADER. [| yield to that motion. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr.CADWALADER. I move that the an- 
nual message of the President of the United States, 
now in the possession of the Clerk, and which 
has not been read to the House, be taken up and 
read. [Cries of ** Order!’’] ‘ 

The CLERK. The gentleman has the right 
| to make the motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
quarter to four o’clock, p. m.) the House ad- 
journed till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 





T move that the 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, Janwary 25, 1856. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
| twelve o’clock, m. Prayer by Rev. Byron Suy- 
DERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterdaywas read and approved. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BOYCE. I move that there be a call of 
| the House. . , 
|| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I demand the yeas 
/and nays on the call of thé House. 
1 The yeas and nays were ordered. 
i] 


1 
| 





RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BENNETT, of New York. Mr. Clerk, 
| if the gentleman from South Carolina will with- 
| draw his motion for a call of the House, I will 
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: : ae 
jntroduce & resolution. About the same time will || 
be consumed by it as would be taken up by acall 
of the House. : f , 

The Clerk read the resolution for information, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That it is a fundamental principle of our polit- 
ical system, that ours is a government of the people, acting 
by their Representatives duly elected ; that the members of || 
this House, as the direct Representatives of the people and 
a necessary part of the Congress of the United States, are | 
not here merely to act as political partisans, but have higher 
duties to discharge, among which it is their duty to organ- 
ize and proceed with the legislation necessary to carry on 
the Government and promote the general welfare; that the | 
Representatives should be so organized as truly to reflect 
and carry out the sentiments and wishes of a majority of | 
the American people ; and in order to do this, where there | 
are more than two political parties represented in this | 
House, which adhere to a separate organization, the Speaker } 
should, in accordance with the true theory and principles on 
which our institutions rest, as well as in conformity to the 
general practice of the legislative assemblies, be taken from 
that party having the largest number of members; and 
where, in such a case, a reasonable effort has heen made, 
and neither party is able to command the votes of a ma- 
jority, so as to elect a Speaker, the adoption of the plurality 
rule is the only fair and practical mode left to organize the 
House, and that it is right in principle and in conformity 
with the former practice of this House. 


Mr. DUNN. I desire to offer, as a substitute 
for that resolution, what I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. ‘ 4 J 

The Clerk read the resolutions for information, | 
as follows: 


Resolved, That regarding the political complexion of the 
present House of Representatives as indicating the un- 
doubted sentiment of a large majority of the people of the 
United States against the act of the last Congress, repeal 
ing the restriction against slavery in the Territories of Kan- 
sas and Nebraska, imposed by the compromise of 1820, no | 
man ought to be chosen Speaker of this body who does not 
fully and heartily harmonize with that sentiment, or who 
will hesitate to exert himself earnestly for the restoration 
of that restriction in terms or in substance. 

Resolved, That said restriction ought to be restored as an 
act of justice to all the people of the United States, as a 
proper vindication of the wisdom, patriotism, and plighted 
honor of the great statesmen who imposed it, and as a 
necessary and certain means of reviving that concord and 
harmony among the States of the American Union which 
are essential to the welfare of our people and the perpetuity 
of our institutions. . 

Resolved, That a useless and factious agitation of the | 
slavery question, in or out of Congress, is unwise, unjust 
toa portion of the American people, and, to some extent, 
injurious to every section of our country, and therefore 
should not be countenanced ; but until the Missouri restrie- 
tion of 1820 shall have been restored, in fact or in sub- 
stance, to the said Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
fully and completely, to that extent and for that purpose, it | 
is our solemn duty to the past, the present, and the future, 
steadily and firmly to persist in our efforts. 











The question was then taken on the motion 
that there be a call of the House, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 57, nays 142; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Banks, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
8. Bennett, Boyce, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Camp- 
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| Broom, 
| Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colrax, 





bell, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Howell | 
Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Eustis, Evans,FPaulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Lumpkin, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Mott, Orr, Paine, Peck, 
Phelps, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Savage, Sneed, Stewart, 
Taylor, Underwood, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright—57. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry | 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, | 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis | 
1).Campbell, Chaffee,Clawson,Clingman, Williamson R.W. | 
Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, | 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Foster, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. | 
Harris, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, | 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, | 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver,Packer, Parker, Pennington, | 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Pur- | 
year, Quitman, Reade, Robbins, Roberts, Rust, Sabin, San- | 
didge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Ste- 
hens, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
odd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, | 
Walbridge, Waldron, Calwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells,Whitney, | 
Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Danjel B. Wright, and Zolli- 


coffer—142, 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. RUFFIN (when Mr. Crarce’s name was 
called) said: I am requested by Mr. Craice to | 
state that he has paired off with Mr. Hveusron, | 
of New York, the arrangement to extend to the | 
meeting of the House on Saturday morning, the | 


Sh of February. 





2S — 

Mr. HUGHSTON (when his name was called) || 
said: In consequence of sickness in my family I 
am under the necessity of going home, and I have 


paired off with Mr. Craice, of North Carolina, 
|} until the morning of the 9th of February. I 


therefore do not vote. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move to rescind 
the resolution prohibiting debate for one week; 
and on that motion I call for the previous ques- 
uon. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I second it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Tennessee, that it is 
hardly worthwhile to rescind the resolution to-day. 
It will expire by its own limitation to-morrow. 

Mr. SMITH. I want to rescind it to-day. 
We have tried it long enough. Icall forthe yeas 
and nays on my motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
motion of my colleague on the table. 

Mr. SNEED. I ask for the yeasand nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
yeas and nays. © 

The Clerk appointed Messrs. Frorence and 
Ho.iowayr to act as tellers. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes thirty-two, noés not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, Banks, 


Barbour, Barclay, Benson, Bingham, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Buflington, Burlingame, Cadwalader, Chaffee, | 


I call for tellers on the 


Comins, Covode, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Win 
ter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Durtee, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Foster, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Greenwood, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hoffman, Holloway, Houston, How 


| ard, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, King, Knapp, 
| Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Lindley, Mace, Meacham, 
| Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, Nor 


ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, 
Ricaud, Roberts, Sabin, Scott, Sherman, Simmous, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Thorington, 


| Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, 
| Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel 
| Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and 


Woodworth—104. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bur- 
nett, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Clawson, Cox, Davidson, Dodd, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott. Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flor- | 
ence, Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Kidwell, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mat- 
teson, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Millward, 
Moore, Morrill, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, 
Powell, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Sapp, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, 
Stewart, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Trippe, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Elihu B. Washburne, Watkins, Wheeler, Whit- 
ney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. | 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—91. 


So the motion was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that he had paired off 
for the day with Mr. Trarroy. 


VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and twenty-fifth time for Speaker, with 


| the following result: Whole number of votes cast, 
| 200; necessary to achoice, 101; of which— 
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ner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Weich, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingmam, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Eaglish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 
8S. Marshail, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Phelps. Powell, 
Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller Me.srs. Broom, Cox, Cullen, Henry 
Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morri 
son Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lindley, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Wil 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 


‘ i Mr. Ricaud—Messrs. Carlile, Henry M. Fuller, and 
sake. 

For Mr. Edie—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Smith—Messrs. Puryear and John P. Campbell. 

For Mr. Campbell—Mr. Scott. 

For Mr. Pennington—Mr. Haven. 

For Mr. Haven—Mr. Harrison. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Hall—Mr. Orr. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. PURYEAR said: On Monday last, 
the resolution was introduced, declaring the n- 
orable Witiiam Sairu, of Virginia, Speak@of 
this House, I was absent, having paired off. If 
I had been here, I should have voted for that res- 
olution. Ihave been in favor, for several weeks, 
of bringing that gentleman forward as a candi- 
date for Speaker; and I am ready now to vote for 
him, whenever a sufficient number of his friends 


en 






# can be brought forward to his support, in connec- 


tion with the Democratic party, to render his 
election probable. I vote for Mr. Samira. 

The House proceeded to vote the one hundred 
and twenty-sixth time for Speaker, with the fol- 
lowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 199; 
necessary to a choice, 100; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad 
shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Chaflee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Wit, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spin- 


| ner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 


a 


l'odd, ‘l'yson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Bell, Hend- 
ley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, Cadwala- 
der, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng 
lish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- 


| bert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, 


| Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
| Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
| decai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Rich- 


|! ardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, William Smith, 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour- 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. Camp, 
bell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Clawson, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Giddings, Gil- 


R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 


a Granger, Grow, Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas | 


Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oiiver, Parker, | 


Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spin- 


| Samuel A. Smith, Stewart, Taibott, Taylor, Warner, Wat- 
| kins, Wells, Winslow, Williams, Daniel B. Wright, and 
| John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller — Messrs. Broom, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, 
| Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Evans, Poster, J. Morrison 
| Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Mar- 
| shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Wil- 
| liam R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Smith—Messrs. John P. Campbell and Puryear 


For Mr. Edie—Messrs. Dunn and Moore 
‘or Mr. Penninzton—Mr. Haven. 


Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
Ricaud—Mr. Henry M. Fuiler. 
Haven—Mre. Harrison. 

For Mr. Peck—Mr. Orr. 

For Mr. Camphell—Mr. Scott. 

For Mr. Walker—Mr. Eustis. 


‘or Mr. 
For Mr. 
For Mr. 
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ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. We have a great deal of business 
to transact at the Depart nts. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion; and I hope the House 
will not adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PLORENCE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. And | renew it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for tellers. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn over until Monday, and it was decided 
in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
adjourn, it was put, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 

The House then proceeded to vote the one hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh time for Speaker, with 
the following result: Whole number of votes 
cast, 195; necessary to a choice, 98; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Measrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chatiee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell. Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Holieway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
ard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun 
kel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Sher 
man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, tsrael Washbyrn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruti, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskic, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Buglish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Sumpson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, Jewett, G. W. Jones, J. G. Jones, Kelly, 
Kidweli, Letcher, Lumpkin, 8. 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me 
Mullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Richardson, 
Ruflin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel! A. Smith, William 
Smith, Stewart, ‘Taibott, Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 


Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. 
Wright. 


For Mr. Fuller—Messtrs. Broom, Cox, Cullen, Etheridge, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hofiman, Kennett, Lake, Hum- 
*hrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, 
Ricaué, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Tripp, Under- 
wood, Vaik, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicotier. 

For Mr Edic—Messrs. Dunn, Moore, and Scott. 


For Mr. Smith—Messrs. Join P, Campbell, Carlile, and | 


Evans. 
For Mr. Ricaud—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For My. Pennington—Mr. Haven. 
For Mr. Witiams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr Haven—Mr. Harrison. 
For Mr. Walker—Mr. Eustis. 
For Mr. Wetlls—Mr. Orr. 


Pending the call of the roll, 


HE CONGRESRONAL 


Mr. TODD announced that he had paired off || 


with Mr. Linpiey. 
ELECTION BY PLURALITY. 
Mr. TYSON. Task that the resolutions which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk may be read for the 
information of the House. At the same time I 
give notice that I shall offer them to-morrow. 
The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Resolved, That any member of this. House who shall 
receive for the office of Speaker the highest number of 
votes from © quorum of members, though it be Jess than a 


majority of the whole number of votes cast, shall be the | 


Speaker of the Thirty-Pourth Congress: Provided, That he 
and every other candidate voted for shall be respectively 
entitled to nominate and appoint so many heathens only 
on each of the standing committees as may severally fail 
to their lots in the proportions which the number of votes 
respeetively received by each may bear to the whole num- 


ber polled ; but no candidate whose vote shall be less than 
twenty-five shall be entitled to any nomination or appoint- 
ment under this resolution. 

Resolved, That the Clerk shall compute and assign to the 
respective candidates the number of members they may be 
severally entitled to nominate and appoint under the fore- 
going resolution; and éach committee, when constituted, 
may elect its own chairman: Provided, however, That the 
decisions of the Clerk, under these resolutions, shall be 
open to appeal. 


Mr. LETCHER. Are those resolutions before 
the House ? 


The CLERK. They are not. The gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania gave notice that he should | 


resent them to-morrow. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then it is not in order to 
move to lay them on the table? 

The CLERK. It is not. 

Mr. MILLWARD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered: 
and Greenwoop were appointed, 


Upon that motion I ask for 


The question was put; and the tellers reported | 


qe 


—ayes 92, noes 43. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at ten minutes before three o’clock) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 26, 1856. 


The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock,m. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Gurtey, 
of the Old School Presbyterian church. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved. 

Mr. DUNN obtained the floor, and said: I send 
to the Clerk’s desk resolutions whiclr I submit, 
and ask the previous question upon them. I call 


for a separate vote upon each one, and ask for | 


the yeas and nays. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
me to move a ¢all of the House before the ques- 
tion is taken upon his resolutions? 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman from Virginia 
has the right to make the motion, and it will take 
precedence. 

Mr. EDIE. Before the gentleman makes that 
motion, I ask him toallow me to correct a report 
which has gone abroad to the country in refer- 
ence to my vote. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 

Mr. EDIE. 
a letter, dated January 23, 1856 


Certainly. 





Mr. RUST. I rise toa question of order. The 
gentleman from Ohio is not making a correction | 
of the Journal. He is making a personal expla- | 


nation, Which he has no right to do under the res- 
olution of the House. 

Mr. EDIE. 1 only desire to correct a false 
statement which has gone forth to the country. 
If the gentleman denies me that privilege 

Mr. RUST. I would ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania why he did not vote against the 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Cuiveman,] preclygling debate ? 

Mr. EDIE. Ll have no objection to be curbed 
down in this way, and I shall endeavor to recip- 
rocate. 

The question being on Mr. McMuuurn’s mo- 
tion for a call of the House, 

Mr. ORR asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—ycas 
67, nays 121; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 





Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- | 


ner, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, AuguStus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Herbert, Hoff- 
man, Houston, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Mill- 


| son, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, Quitman, 


Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sava 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, 
Wheeler, Winslow 
—67. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bing- 
ham, Bishop, Bliss, Boyce, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, 
Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode,Cragin, Cullen, Camback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
English, Etheridge, Foster, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Rob- 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, Thomas 


Re Scott, Sneed, 
Valker, Warner, 
; Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright 





GLOBE. 


and Messrs. Morean | 


Will the gentleman allow | 


I find in the New York Tribune || 





January 26, 


| R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, George : 
|| Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Keon Kem 
|| Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil 
|| ler, Smith Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichoh, 
| Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington Pe - 

Pettit, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Read,’ 
Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Samidge, Sapp, Sherman ae” 
mons, William Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Sica 
Stephens, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thun’ 
ton, Todd, Trippe, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbrides 
| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu RB. Wash’ 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Wa 
Whitney, Williams, Wood,Woodruff, and Zollicofier—|9y° 


So a call of the House was not ordered 


|| Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. TYSON (when his name was called) s 
I abstain from voting to-day, under an arrange. 
ment which I have entered into with my colle wue 
Mr. Forence, who is absent under that arranoe. 
|| ment. ” 


RESOLUTIONS AS TO ORGANIZATION, 


Mr. DUNN. I now move the adoption of th 
resolutions which I have sent to the Clerk’s desk. 
and demand the previous question. 

The resolutions were reported, as follows: 


Resolved, That regarding the political complexion of the 
present House of Representatives as indicating the up. 
doubted sentiments of a large majority of the people of the 
United States against the act of the last Congress, repeal. 
ing the restriction against slavery in the Territories of Kay. 
sas and Nebraska imposed by the compromise of 1820, po 
man ought to be chosen Speaker of this body who does 
not fully and heartily harmonize with that sentiment, or 
who will hesitate to exert himself earnestly for the restora. 
tion of that restriction, in terms or in substance. 

Resolved, 'That said restriction ought to be restored as 
an act of justice to all the people of the United States, as q 
proper vindication of the wisdom, patriotism, and plighted 
honor of the great statesmen who iniposed it, and as a 
necessary and certain means of reviving that concord and 
harmony among the States of the American Union which 
are essential to the welfare of our people and the perpetuity 
oft our stitutions. 

Resolved, Thata useless and factious agitation of the 

| slavery question, in or out of Congress, is unwise, unjust 
to a portion of the American people, and, to some extent, 
injurious to every section of our country, and therefore 
should not be countenanced ; but uniil the Missouri restric- 
tion of 1820 shall have been restored, in fact or in sub- 
stance, to the said ‘Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
fully and completely, to that extent and for that purpose, it 
is our solemn duty to the past, the present, and the future, 
steadily and firmly to persist in our efforts. 


The previous question was seconded. 


Mr. KNIGHT. I move to lay the resolutions 

| on the table. 

The question was taken, and that motion was 
disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of Mr. 
Dunn’s resolutions, 

Mr. LETCHER called for the yeas and nays. 

The CLERK. The question will be taken on 
| the first resolution. 
_ ‘The question was taken. It was decided in the 
| negative—yeas 102, nays 103; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis 
| D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
| Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Harrison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, kil- 
lian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
|| Pettit, Pike, Pringie, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
|| Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, Wade, 
Wakeman, Waibridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wasli- 
burne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
| Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
| Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Cariile, 
| Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, English. Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Fos- 
ter, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J; D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
| wood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Har- 
| ris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaucy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Sainuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor Underwood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wat- 
kins, w 


aid: 


antes \ ; 
ells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Dan- 
iel B. Wright, Joho V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—103. 

The question recurred on the second resolution. 

Mr. DUNN. In order to make the resolution 
|| complete in itself, I suggest that by unanimous 
| consent, it read, ** the Missouri compromise, 
|| instead of ‘* said restriction.” 




















uid: 
ive- 
‘ue, 


ire. 


the 
sk, 


‘the 
un- 
the 

en]. 

\an- 

, ho 

(loes 

t, or 


ora- 


d as 
asa 
ited 
as a 
and 
lich 
uity 


the 
ust 
ent, 
Hore 
tric- 
sub- 


ke 
Sand, 


1 on 
l 
tne 


Our, 
hop, 
eWwis 
ode, 
|, De 
rie, 
rian, 
Hor 

nox, 
Kil- 
hols, 
erry, 
erts, 
iton, 
ade, 
ash- 
Son, 


Bell, 
neh, 
rile, 
no R. 
son, 
Fos- 
een- 
Har- 
ston, 
nett, 
hrey 
Me- 
iver, 
rear, 
Rust, 
Wil- 
hott, 
Nat- 
Dan- 


ion. 
tion 
ous 


30 
ae) 





1856. 


i 


1 
was mace. ; 
The question was taken on the second resolu- 
and it was agreed to—yeas 101, nays 100; 


llows: 


tion, 
yi 


» % 
as: 

yEAS—Messts. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
pradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
». Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De 
Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Hloward, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Veacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Mor 
rill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Par- 
ker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Pur- 
yiance, Ritchie, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, rhorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Ww ashburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Welch, Wheeler, Wood, Woodrutf, and Woodworth 
anne 

N \v8—Mesars. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry WintesDavis, 
Dowdell. Edmundson, Eliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Fryans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rich 


Cragi 


Witt, Dick, 


There was no objection, and the modification 


ardson. Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, | 


William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Swope, Tadlhott, Taylor, Trippe, Uuderwood, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Watkins, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—100. 


When the name of Mr. Atexanner K. Mar- | 


SHALL was called, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD stated that his colleague 
was detained in his room and prevented from 
attendance y indisposition. 

The third resolution was then reported. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move a division of 
the question; that the vote be first taken on the 
first part of the resolution down to the words, 
“but until the Missouri restriction of 1820,”’ 
&e 

The CLERK. The Clerk would suggest that, 

the proposition be divided, the last portion by 
itself would be mere verbiage. 

Mr. LETCHER. I differ from the Clerk in 
reference to the susceptibility of the proposition 
to an intelligible division. TI insist on a division. 

The CLERK. The Clerk has again read the 
resolution, and thinking that it may be suscep- 
tible to a division, will put the question to the 
House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Clerk, I thought it 
was divisible at first, and wanted it done; but I 
do not think so now. Suppose the first branch is 
voted out, would the portion left make any sense? 
That is the question. There would be no sense 
in it, and I therefore hold that the proposition is 
not divisible. 


The CLERK. If the first part were stricken 


out, the remaining portion would certainly be in- | 


: > 
expressive. 


question is divisible. He will, however, put the 
question to the House. Those who are in favor 
of a division of the question will say ay. 


The Clerk does not think that the | 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I object to the mode | 


in which the question.is put. lam in favor of 
having the proposition divided; but as I think 
that itis not divisible, tet the point of order be 
submitted thus: those who are of the opinion 
that the proposition is divisible will say ay, &c., 
So that we shall not be placed in a false position. 

Mr. DUNN. I suggest that we take a vote on 
the first, and then on the second branch of the 
resolution, waiving the point of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suggest that the 
word ‘that’ be inserted in place of ‘‘ but,’’ at 
the commencément of the second branch of the 
resolution. 

Mr. KELLY. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the question of division. 

rhe yeas and nays were not ordered. 
he question was taken; and the House decided 
that the resolution was not divisible. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I demand the yeas and 
hays on the resolution. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 
he question Was taken on the third resolu- 


| ard, 


Samuel A. 








tion; and it was disagreed to—yeas 100, nays 103; i 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffingion, Burlingame, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chatiee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode. 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil- 


| ler, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Nor 


ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Riteme, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, ‘Tappan, ‘Tborington, Thurston, Todd, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburme, Israel Washbarn, Watson, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie. Boyce, Branch, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Carathers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thoms J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Herbert, Hotiman, Houston. Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millwerd, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zolli 
coffer—103. 


Mr. WHITNEY (when his name was called) 
said: The resolution, in my judgment, contains 
a flat contradiction in itself; but as Ido not desire 
to avoid any responsibility, | vote no. 

AGITATION OF THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. I offer the 
following resolution, and call for the previous 
question and the yeas and nays on it: 

Resolved, That a useless and factious agitation of the 
question of slavery, in or out of Congress, is unwise, unjust 


to a portion of the American people, and injurious to every 
section of our country; and therefore should not be coun- 


| tenanced. 


Mr. VALK. I second the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suggest that the 
words ‘‘useless and factious,’’ be stricken out of 
the resolution. I think that all agitation of the 

uestion is wrong. 
*’ Mr. FULLER. LTagree with the gentleman 
from Tennessee entirely; but 1 wish the resolu- 
tion voted on just as it is. 

The main question was ordered to be now put. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FULLER. Mr. Clerk, I accept the mod- 
ification proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Ihave asubstitute for that 
resolution, which I desire to have read for inform- 
ation. 

The Clerk read the substitute, as follows: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise of 1820, prohibiting slavery 
north of latitude 36° 30/, was an example of useless and 
factious agitation of the slavery question, both in and out 


of Congress, which was unwise and unjust to a portion of 
the American people. 

Mr. BALL. I move that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bauu’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
92, nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Chaffee, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, | 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
ton, Valentine B. Horton, Lloward, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons,’ Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson 
Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry ' 


demand for the 
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M. Futter, Thomas J. D. Faller, Goode, Greénwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Havrris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffinan, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitr, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Samue! 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullia, 
McQueen, Smith Milter, Millson, Millward, Moore, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 
Richardson, Robbins, Ruflin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
William Smith, Witham R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Under- 
wood, Vatk, Wakeman, Walker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winstow, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicotier—110. 


The question recurred upon the adoption of 
the resolution. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 101, nays 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Boeock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Themas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Aucustus Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Hoffinan, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Leteber, Lindt y; 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, MceMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Miilson, Miil 
ward, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peek, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Rieaud 
Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, ; 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Taibott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli 
eoffer—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewia 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covede, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emne, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Harrison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor 
ton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Kuapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Kil- 
lian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrilf, Mott, Murray, Nich 
ols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Wade, 
Wakeman, Watbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 
burne, Etlihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth —100. 


, 


Savage, Wiliam 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. GIDDINGS said: I wish to inquire 
whether this resolution condemns agitation for 
slavery or against it? 

The CLERK. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I vote no. 

The result was then announced. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I now offer my resolution 
as an independent proposition, and call for the 
previous qui stion upon it. 

Mr. LETCHER. We have had abstractions 
enough to-day, to satisfy even a Virginian; and 
J move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion for a moment, to allow me 
to have read a proposition which I desire to offer 
as a substitute for the resolution of the gentleman 
from Vermont. 

Mr. LETCHER. I! will withdraw it to let the 
gentleman’s proposition be read for information, 

The CLERK. The following is the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise of 1820, prolubiting slavery 
north of 36° 30’, was an example of useless and factions 
agitation of the slavery question, unwise and unjust to the 
American people. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to offer a substitute 
for the resolution of the gentleman from Vermont, 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn, in order that the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas may be read, 

The CLERK. If gentlemen will permit the 


| Clerk to state how the case stands, he will do se 


with great pleasure. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont has offered a resolution upon which he de- 
mands the previous question, The Clerk will 


+ now read for information the proposition of the 


gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr, Greenwoop.| 


| It is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk instruct the pages to inform the 
members who occupy the vacant seats on the Republican 
side of the House, that the votes have been taken upon the 
resolutions of Messrs. Dunx and Fourier, and thatthey can 


|| now resume their seats in this Hall. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I desire to offer the follow- 














ing asa substitute for the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont: 

Resolved, That the original friends of the Kansas and 
Nebraska act, though in a large minority on this floor, 
deem this a fit occasion to extend to the country their con 
gratulation upon the encouraging progress of their cause, 
and the brightening prospect of its ulumate success. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. [I will not insist on my 
resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would like to know how 
these substitutes get in, when the previous ques- 
tion has been ordered ? ; : 

The CLERK. ‘The substitute is not in order, 
the previous question having been moved and 
seconded. ; é 

Mr. STEPHENS. I give notice, then, that if 
the main question is voted down, I will offer that 
as a substitute. :; 

Mr. PAINE. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion Was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the resoluuon of the gentle- 
man from Vermont. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOYCE. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution ? 

The CLERK. It is not, as the previous ques- 
tion has been moved and seconded. 

Mr: BOYCE, LI wish to move to amend by 
inserting the words ‘‘excitement growing out 
of,’’ so that the resolution shall read: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House, the excite 
ment growing out of the repeal of the Missouri compromise 
of 1820, prohibiting slavery north of latitude 36° 30’, was an 
example of useless and factious agitation of the slavery ques 
tion, unwise and unjust to the American people. 

The CLERK. The amendment is not in or- 
der, and no debate is in order. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the aflirmative—yeas 108, nays 93; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buttington, Burlingame, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chatiee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, 
Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Etheridge, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran 

er, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
jolioway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
ard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Mijlward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stran 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Wade, Wake 
man, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wasthburne, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Wood, Woodruti, and Wood 
worth— 108, 
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The CLERK. The Clerk desires to state to 


the gentleman from Tennessee, that he entirely 


misapprehends the resolution. The resolution, 
so far as it refers to personal explanation during 
debate, has no limit. It is this: 

Resolved, That during the call of the roll, no debate or 
personal explanation shall be in order; and this rule, and 


the ten-minute rule, shall not be suspended except by the 
unanimous consent of the House.” 


The gentleman will see that this is not the rule 
by which all debate was prohibited for one week. 
7 . 
Under this rule, all debate and personal explana- 


| tion during»the call of the roll are out of order. 


Mr. NICHOLS said: I vote for all of that 
resolution, except the word ‘* factious.”’ 

Mr. BARCLAY said: The word “ factious’’ 
being in the resolution, I vote no. 

The result of the vote was then announced, as 
above recorded. 

The House adjourned until Monday next, at 


twelve o’clock, m. 


Erratum.—In the fourth sentence of Mr. 
speech of Thursday, the 24th instant, [page 283, Cong. 
Globe,] in the note on the letter of Lord John Russell, sub- 
stitute the words in the concluding sentence of that letter 


| for the slight misquotation of them in the report, a few lines 


| the resolve of Congress of October 21, 1780, after || 


below that sentence 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 28, 1856. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 

The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the credentials of 
Hon. Witutam Bieier, chosen by the Legisla- 
ture of Peansylvania a Senator from that State, 
for the term of six years from the 4th of March, 
1855; which were read, and the oath prescribed 
by law having been administered to Mr. BigLer, 
he took his seat in the Senate. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the 
heirs and representatives of officers of the Virginia 
Continental Line, asking for half pay, due under 


deducting the commutation at one eighth its 
nominal amount, the rate to which it became re- 
duced at the time of the issue; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, || 


Hendley &. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bur 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cox, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Edmund 
son, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 


George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kid- | 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Mar- | 


shall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, 


Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, | 


Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Ricand, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Wil- 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of citizens 
of Maine, who were officers and soldiers of the 
war of 1812, praying for an amendment of the 
pension laws; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the petition of | 


Joseph Mount, a private in Captain Wyman’s 
company of volunteers during the Indian disturb- 
ances in Alabama in 1836, praying tobe allowed 
the bounty land withheld from him in consequence 
of his name not appearing on the muster-roll; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, || 


Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walk 
er, Warner, Watkins, Williams, Winslow, 
Wright, John V. Wright. and Zollicoffer—93. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine, said: At the last 


session of Congress I voted against the Kansas- 


Nebraska bill, as my judgment dictated at the | 


time. [** Order!’ * Order !’’] 
The CLERK. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. FULLER. 
ently worded, I should vote ay. 
eries of ** Order !”’ 


The CLERK. 


[Renewed 


Daniel B. | 


If the resolution were differ- | 


The Clerk must say to the | 


Also the petition of George W. Fletcher, United 
States Consul at Aspinwall, praying for an in- 
crease of his salary; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. TOUCEY presented the petition of pilots 


and masters of vessels, praying for an appropri- 
ation for alight ship to be stationed at a sand- 
shoal on Long Island Sound, near Cornfield Point, 
in order to afford requisite aid and assistanee to 
navigation, and insure greater safety tocommerce ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of Wal- 


ter M. Rockwell & Co., praying for a donation 


of land to aid in constructing a telegraph line 


from San Francisco to some point on the Missis- 
~— river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Publi¢ Lands. 


Also, two petitions of officers of the Army, 


| praying for an increase of the commutation price 


gentleman that objection is made, and that debate || 


is clearly out of order. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I rise to a point of order; | 
which is, that the resolution adopted by this House | 


a week ago, prohibiting all debate or personal ex- 
planation during the progress of the business of 
the House, has expired by its own limitation; and 
there is no rule now operating upon this House 


which will prevent the gentleman from Maine | 


from making a personal explanation, 





| struct their road; which was referred to the Com- | 


of the Army ration from twenty cents to forty 
cents; 
Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the president and direct- 
ors of the San Diego and Gila Southern Pacific 
and Atlantic Railroad Company, in California, 
praying for a grant of land to enable them to con- 


mittee on Public Lands. 
Also, the memorial of Colonel William Gates, 


\| of the United States Army, praying to be indem- 





Bk. 


nified for pro erty lost in consequence of the de. 
| 


CLAYTON’s | 


which were referred to the Committee on 
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struction of the steamship San Francisco; 
was referred to the Committee on 
fairs. 

Also, the memorial of the trustees of t} 
of San Diego, California, praying for an appro- 
priation to deepen the harbor at that place; which 

yas referred to the Committee on Commerce 
| Also, the memorial of Edward H. Harrison 

late collector of the port of San Francisco, pray. 
ing to be relieved from liability for public money 
collected at that port and stolen while in his cys. 
tody; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Dent, Vantine & Co., mer. 
chants in California, praying compensation for 
supplies furnished to certain tribes of Indians jy 
that State, under an order of the United States 
Commissioner for treating with those Indians. 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of seamen 
who were on board the United States steamer 
Missouri, which was destroyed by fire at Gibraltar, 
in 1843, praying to be indemnified for the loss of 
their clothing by the burning of that vessel; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DURKEE presented a petition of citizens 
of Dane county, Wisconsin, praying for a modi- 
fication of the present system of weights and 
measures; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Brown county, 
Wisconsin, praying for the passage of an act 
authorizing the sale of the military reservation at 
Fort Howard, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DODG® presented the memorial of the 
| register and receiver of the land office at Menasha, 
Wisconsin, praying for an increase of compenss- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of the grand and petit jurors 
of the district court of the United States for the 
| district of Wisconsin, praying for a change of 
the terms of the court, and for an increase of the 
salary of the judge of that district; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of John 
| Woodworth, an invalid pensioner, praying to be 
allowed arrears of pensions; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have received a memo- 
rial from a committee appointed at the Illinois 
State Educational Convention, praying fora grant 
of land to each State in the Union, for the purpose 
of endowing industrial universities, to codperate 
with each other, and with the Smithsonian Instt- 
tution at Washington, for the education of the 
industrial classes-and their teachers. It is accom- 
panied by resolutions adopted by the Legislature 
of the State of Illinois, favoring the project. 1 
move that they be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
John C. Carter, praying that the accounting off- 
cers of the Treasury may be directed to allow 
him the full amount of his expenses while acting 
as purser on board the ship Massachusetts, whieh 
amount is stated in a joint resolution passed for 
his relief February 13, 1855; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. a 

Mr. BROWN presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Washington, District of Columbia, pray- 
ing for the enactment of a law to prevent abuse 
at elections; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of A. 
Levesque, and other citizens of the United States, 
\| late residents of San Juan del Norte, or Greytown, 
praying for indemnity for the destruction of their 
property by the bombardment of that place by 
the United ‘States sloop of war Cyane, July 1s; 
1854; which was referred to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented resolutions of the 
Board of Underwriters of the city of Philadelphia, 
in behalf of Commander B. F. Sands, who has 
invented means of ascertaining the character of 
the bottom in dee sea-soundings, and recom- 
mending such legislation as will compensate him 
|| and give to the mercantile marine the benefit of 
|| his invention; which was referred to the Com- 
‘| mittee on Commeree. 
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“en JOHNSON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Randolph county, 
county, Missouri, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Pocahontas, Arkansas, to 
Doniphan, in Missouri; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
7 Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Mar- 
tin Fenwick, praying for the confirmation of his 
title to a tract of land in the State of Missouri; 
which, with the papers already on file relating to 
the same case, was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a paper re- 
jating to the application of Orson Young fora 
pension; Which, with the papers already on file 
relating to the same case, was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of Captain 
Norwood McClelland, praying for remuneration 
for losses incurred in transporting Government 
stores from New Orleans to Fort Smith, Arkan- 
sas; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. FOSTER presented additional papers in 
the case of Nathan Scholfield, who prayed for an 
extension of his patent for a governor or regula- 
tor for water-wheels; which were referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the petition 
of citizens of Mitchell county, lowa, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route from Dubuque 
to Osage, in that county; and from McGregor’s 
Landing to Osage, Mitchell county; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of citizens of lowa, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Dyersville 
to Waverley, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. GEYER presented five memorials of the 
General Assembly of the State of Missouri, pray- 
ing for grants of Jand in aid of the construction 


f) 


Arkansas, and Ripley | 





praying that such measures may be adopted as 
will efface the ignominy cast upon him, and cor- 
rect the injustice done to him. I forbear saying 
anything upon this occasion, believing no good 
can result from discussion here on individual 
cases. I must, however, be permitted to say, 
that thiscase seems to me to be one of great hard- 
ship and injustice. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MASON. I present the memorial of 
Commodore Foxall A. Parker, a captain in the 
United States Navy, who was isoed on the fur- 
lough list by the action of the late naval board 
and the President, complaining of their proceed - 
ings, and praying for justice and redress. I 
shall not go into any debate on the subject. The 
memorial states, I thmk, as strong a case as 
could well be presented. ; 

The. memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mes. ADAMS presented the memorial of Wil- 


liam. H. Nolan, late a lieutenant in the Navy, 


| who was dropped in consequence of the recom- 
| mendation of the late naval board, praying that 


of railroads in that State; which were referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Foster and 
others, praying that the pensions allowed to 
widows under the act of 1838 may be extended 
so as to embrace two years between the expira- 
tion of that act and the passage of the act of March 
3, 1843; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Mr. Pres- 


ident, I desire to present and have referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs the memorial or pe- 
tition of Lieutenant John C. Carter. As, by the 
24th rule of the Senate, *‘ a brief statement of the 


contents of the petition or memorial shall verbally | 


be made by the introducer,’’ I will state that he 
represents that he has been in the naval service 


about thirty-one years, and that eighteen of those | 


years he was afloat, or upon the ocean. 

He further states that he has served without 
charge or allegation ever being preferred against 
him; and it appears from the records of the Navy 
Department, or otherwise, that his efficiency, 


morally, mentally, or physically, has never been | 


questioned. He says, in selecting his vocation in 
life, by long patience and faithful service he hoped 
at last he would eventually receive a captain’s 
commission; but the late naval retiring board, 


Congress will take some measures to correct the 
injustice done to him; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented additional papers 
in the case of Commander T. Darrah Shaw, who 
asked for relief from the action of the late naval 
board; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WADE presented the memorial of Lieu- 


|| tenant Henry Walke, of the United States Navy, 


| who was retired by the action of the late naval 
| board, asking to be restored to his former rank 


and position; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, the petition of John Posey Hall, late 


| master in the United States Navy, asking relief 


from the action of the late naval board, in con- 
sequence of which he was dropped from the ser- 
vice; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I present 


the memorial of the University of Vermont, set- 
ting forth that, during the last war with Great 
Britain, when the town of Burlington was but a 
frontier position, in the year 1813, the Army of 
the United States, being in wantof barracks and 
shelter, proceeded to take possession of the Uni- 
versity buildings. There was a large building— 


| at least for that period—of one hundred and sev- 


enty feet long, four stories high, and seventy-five 
feet wide, which made very_commodious bar- 


| racks, with store-rooms for the public service. 


They took possession of it with an army of four 


| thousand men, and they continued to occupy and 


possess it during the war. At the close of the 
war, in the then reduced condition of the public 
Treasury, a very limited allowance was made for 
‘**rent,’’ as it was called, and some slight repairs; 
but no sort of compensation was made for the 
breaking up of the institution, the dispersion of 


| its officers and students, and all that it suffered 


pecuniarily and asa literary institution from that 


| severe affliction, which was submitted to from 


the necessity of the occasion, and by force of 
arms. This memorial asks that some compen- 


|| sation be made for the consequences which re- 


from some cause to him unknown and unaccount- | 


able, have placed him on furlough, and thrown 
him out of the line of promotion. 

Mr. President, his case, as represented, is a 
hard one, and he prays for ‘iil relief as it is 
competent or proper for Congress to grant. 

[hope that no discussion will arise, for I do 
hot wish to revive a debate which has already, I 
think, prematurely and profitlessly sprung u 
upon similar petitions. I hope the petition will 
be received and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs; and when they shall report upon it, 
or report generally in this matter, I will say what 

now refrain from saying, because it would not 
be in order, 


_The petition was referred to the Committee on 
aval Affairs, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to present | 


= memorial of A. D. Harrell, late a lieutenant in 
e United States Navy, who was dropped in 
Consequence of the action of the late nav 


sulted to, that institution from that act, occasioned 
by the contingencies of the war. I move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BOUNTY LAND LAW. 
Mr. COLLAMER. | present a number of 


memorials from men who were Plattsburg volun- 
teers. During the last Congress an act was 


| passed granting ceneey land for military services, 


|} and among others, 


irectly and explicitly in 
terms, to those who were engaged in the invasion 


| of Plattsburg; but by the construction of the 


Pension Bureau they are deprived of the <dvant- 
ages intended by that act in being required to have 
and show record evidence of their service. In 
point of fact, there was no time to make records 
at that day; they did not make any, and these 
men have, therefore, been deprived of that which 
they think Congress, in its generosity and wis- 


‘| dom, intended to extend to them, and did extend | 


board, || to them in express terms, by the act; and they 


} 


| 
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a therefore, that another explanatory act 
will be passed which shall supersede the regula- 
tion of the Department which requires them to 
have record evidence of their military service. 
I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 
PUBLIC PRINTER. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK gave notice that he would 
ask the Senate to-morrow to IPoceed to the elec- 
tion of a public printer for the Senate, for the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Spencer, 
late receiver of public moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
praying for indemnity for losses on account of a suit against 
him by the Government as a defaulter, when his accounts 
and vouchers showed a balance in his favorfbe withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John Shaw, praying for 
remuneration for losses sustained in furnishing provisions, 
ammunition, &c., to six companies of rangers on the Mia 
Sissippi river during the last war with Great Britain, be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Mary Kinner and Mary 
C. MeCoy. praying for indemnity for losses sustained by 
them from the depreciation of their property in consequence 
of delays interposed by the land officers in the perfection 
of their titles, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of lieutenants in the United 
States Revenue Marine service, praying to be allowed the 
same pay as offiters of a like grade in the Navy, be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Abraham Kintzing, pray- 
ing for extra compensation for services as assistant appraiser 
at Philadelphia, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. LVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Catherine B. Turner, 
widow of Daniel Turner, praying for the reimbursement of 
expenses incurred by her late husband in receiving and 
entertaining the authorities of foreign Governments on 
board the United States vessel under his command, be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate and reterred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


IMPROVEMENT OF SAVANNAH RIVER. 
Mr. IVERSON presented the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


| sent, and agreed to: 


| the War Department and Captain J. F 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish to the Senate copies of the correspondence between 
Gilmer, in relation 
¢o the application and expenditure of the appropriation 
made by the last Congress tor the improvement of the Sa 
vannah river, together with the reports of the Engineer 
Department and the decisions of the Secretary of War upon 
the subject. . 

LIBRARIES AT MILITARY POSTS. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to consider the expediency of providing by law 
for the establishment of small libraries at the different 
military posts, for the convenience of the officers and men, 

ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Thursday next. 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES. 

Several messages, in writing, were received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Sipney Wessrter, his Private Secretary. 

CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, at the last 
sitting of the Senate a motion was made, the 
consideration of which was postponed expregs}y: 


| to this day; it was a motion to refer a certain 


letter, written by Lord John Russell, to the Com-~ 
mittee on Foreign Relations. On that motion 
the Senator from Michigan desired to address 
the Senate, and as he is now in his seat, I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


| that subject. 


The motion was agreed to; and the pending 
question was stated to be on the motion to refer. 
Mr. CASS addressed the Senate at some length. 
A report of his speech, together with explanations 
made by Mr, Crayton and Mr. Coyiamen, which, 
are necessarily connected with it, will be pubs 


‘| lished in the Appendix, 








a 


Mr. SEWARD. I desire to concentrate the 
attention of the Senate on the Central American 
question, and I shall therefore pass by the ques- 
tion of the violation of our neutrality laws by the 
British authorities, and also the more general 
topie of the Monroe doctrine, which have been 
luded to by the honorable Senator from Mich- 
i can go on now; but it is late, and if the 











wan. 
Senate prefer it, L shall postpone my remarks. 
Mr. BROWN. sif the Senator will give way, 


I will move to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject until Thursday, as there is a ne- 
cessity ths evening for an executive session, 

Mr. SEWARD. I will agree to that, if the 
Senator will insert in his motion a proposition to 
make the subject the order of the a for Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. BROWN. 
tion. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, 


That is included in my mo- 


COLONEL MONTGOMERY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the President of 
the United States, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate, adopted on the 7th instant, requesting him 
to communicate to the Senate the proceedings 
of the court-martial in the case of Colonel Mont- 
gamery, of the United States Army. 

Pending a motion to print the communication, 
the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 28, 1856. 


The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock, m. Prayer by Rev. J. G. bur- 
LER. 

‘Yhe Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

PLURALITY RULE. 

Mr. LEITER. I offer for adoption the reso- 
lution, which | send to the Clerk’s table. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House wiil proceed to the election of 
a Speaker vive voce ; and if, atter one call of the roll, no 
member shall have received a majority of the whole num 
ber of votes, the roll shall again be called, and the member 
who shail receive the largest number of votes, provided it 
be a majority of a quorum, shall be the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the 'Thirty-Fourth Congress. 


Mr. LEITER. I move the previous question 
upon the adoption of the resolution, 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. WHEELER. I move a call of the House. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Upon that motion | de- 
mand the yeas and Nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 75, nays 120; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Boyee, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, John 
P. Carapbell, Cariiic, Caruthers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, 
Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, 
Jeweitt,George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Maxwel!, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, Nichols, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Paine, Phelps, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Rich- 
ardson, Rivers, Robbins, Ruttin, Rust, Savage, Scott, Sneed, 
Stewart, Taylor, Underwood, Walker, Warner, Wells, 
Wheeler, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zollicotter—75. 
NAYS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Brenton, Broom, Baffington, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Diekson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Etliott, English, 
Foster, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Hum- 
hrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 
leacham, Kilhan Miller, Smith Miller, Millward, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, 
Parker, Peck, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Pur- 
vianee, Puryear, Ritchie, Roberts, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Spumer, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, 'Trippe, Tyson, Vail, 


Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader | 


C. Washburne, Eltihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn 
Watkins, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright—120. 


So a call of the House was refused. 





|, ader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbel 
i 
| 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. EMRIE (when his name was called) said: 
| IT would state to the House that | have paired off | 


with the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Favuikner. 

When Mr. Favixner’s name was called, 

Mr. LETCHER said: I have been requested 
by my colleague [Mr. pig to say that he 
has been obliged to go to Philadelphia. He told 
me he would, before he left, pair off with some 
gentleman on the opposite side of the House, I 
now understand he has paired off with the gen- 
tleman over the way, Mr. Ente. } 

Mr. ALLEN (when his name was called) said: 
I would say that [I have paired off for the day 
with the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sace.]} 

The previous question was then seconded. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. EDIE. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Leirer] to withdraw his resolution for a 
moment, to afford me an opportunity to make a 
correction of a misrepresentation in relation to 
myself. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is not necessary for the | 
gentleman to withdraw his resolution for that 

uurpose, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
Mr. Epie} can make the correction by unani- 
mous consent of the House. 

The CLERK. Ifthere is no objection, the gen- | 
tleman from Pennsylvania will proceed. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. EDIE said: I find in the New York Tri- 
bune of January 25, a letter purporting to have 
been written from Washington, dated January 
23, and signed H. G., in which the following 
paragraph occurs: 


“The House proceeded to the one hundred and twenty- | 
second vote for Speaker: Banks, 90; Richardson, 65 ; Fuller, 
30; Lewis D. Campbell, 5; Seattering, 4. [Banks lacked 
Sof an election. Edie, of Pennsylvania, and Pennington, 
of New Jersey, though present, did not vote.’’] 

The writer of that letter informed me on Sat- 
urday last, soon after the House was called to 
order, that he would correct that misrepresenta- 
tion. Ihave before me the New York Tribune 
of Saturday evening last, which contains tele- 
graphic dispatches from that gentleman from this 
city, dated as late as three o’clock, p. m., of that 
day, which was after he informed me of his in- 
tention to correct the misrepresentation. That 
correction not having been made, I now deem it | 
due to myself to say that the statement which | 
have read is without foundation m fact. The 
record shows that I voted on the one hundred 
and twenty-second ballot, and that I voted for 
Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts. 

It is due, perhaps, to the gentleman making 
these statements to say, that he informed me that 
he did so without any intention to make a mis- 
representation, I desire to say, however, that in 
voint of morals, I can see but little difference 
yotween an intentional falsifying by a man who 
puts forth a misrepresentation which he knows 
to be untrue, and a man who unintentionally fal- 
sites, when the record is at hand from which he 
can ascertain the truth of the facts which he states. 

PLURALITY RULE—AGAIN. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Ohio 
has offered the resolution which has been read, 
and upon it demanded the previous question, | 
which has been seconded. 


Mr. LEITER. I wish to modify the resolu- | 


| tion, so that it shall read “* shall be declared the 
| Speaker of this House,”’ 


instead of ** shall be 
the Speaker of this House.’”’ 

Mr. EDIE. I eall forthe yeas and nays upon 
the passage of the resolution. 

The CLERK. The previous question has 
been seconded, and the question now is, ‘* Shall 
the main question be now put?”’ 

The question being put, it was decided in the | 
affirmative. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the | 
passagt of the resolution. = 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table; and upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal- 

1, Carlile, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Bayard Ciark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, 
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Edmundson, Elliott, aa, Etheridge, Eustis, 


E m 

Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. Dp Fur? 

“ : » Fuller 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison aria’ 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Hayy 
Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones , 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letehe, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphret 
Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMutiin, 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Monjoc,; 
Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Riecaud, Richardson 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew. 
art, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, T'rippe, Underwood, Vail, 
Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Whit. 
ney, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—106. 5 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingaye’ 
James H. Cam pbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee,’ Ba,.’ 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan’ 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How. 
ard, Kelsey, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lei. 
ter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mijjor 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Kobbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp. 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahay’ 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ¢ 
Washburtie, Eijlihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—100, 

So the resolution was laid upon the table, 

THE SPEAKERSHIP. 

Mr. TYSON. I now move the resolutions of 
which I gave notice on Friday last, with a pre- 
amble, which expresses all that need be said of 
their design, = and practical effect. 

It has seemed to me that when an actual mi- 
nority stand in need of the plurality rule to elect 
their candidate, they should yield to the majority 
a consideration or equivalent to the boon. These 
resolutions proceed upon that principle, by treat- 
ing all parties alike in proportion to their relative 
numerical strength. 

Assuming twe hundred and twenty-five as the 
basis of this representative right, I divide that 
number by nine, which is the number of the 
largest of the standing committees. This gives 
twenty-five, which is the limitation prescribed in 
the resolutions for choice on committees. 

The resolutions secure the rights of all parties, 
and give predominance to none. I ask for the 
yeas and nays upon,the resolutions. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 

Whereas, from the state of parties represented in this 
Hall, it is ascertained, after many trials and a protracted 
contest, that a Speaker cannot be elected upon the majority 
principle, and the private interests of business, the internal 
affairs, and the foreign relations of the country impera- 
tively demand an organization : 

Therefore, in the spirit of concession and compromise, 
it being deemed an equitable adjustment of the question 
to resort to a principle which, while it dispenses with the 
requisition of a majority of votes for either candidate, 
secures the representative rights of each in proportion to 
members—it is 

Resolved, That any member of the House who shall 
receive for the office of Speaker the highest number of 
votes, if a majority of a quorum of members, though it be 
less than a majority of the whole number of votes cast, 
shall be the Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress: Pro- 
vided, That he and every other candidate voted for shall 
be respectively entitled to nominate and appoint so many 
members only on each of the standing committees as may 
severally fall to their lot in the proportion which the num- 
ber of votes respectively received by each may bear io the 
whole number polled ; but no candidate whose vote shall 
be less than twenty-five shall be entitled to any pomina- 
tion or appointment under this resolution. : 

Resolved, That the Clerk shall compute and assign to 
the respective candidates the number of members they 
may be severally entitled to nominate and appoint under 
the foregoing resolution; and each committee, when 0 
constituted, shall elect its own chairman: Provided, how- 
ever, That the decisions of the Clerk, under these resoll- 
tions, shall be subject to appeal. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to lay the resolu- 
tions upon the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Upon.that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. ; 

A division of the House was being made, 
when 

Mr. BOCOCK said: I withdraw the demand for 
the yeas and nays, if the question is being taken 
upon my demand. I do not know that asybody 
else demanded them. 

The CLERK. They are demanded by several 
others. 

The yeas afid nays were not ordered. 

The question recurring upon the motion to lay 
the resolution upon the table, it was put; and it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolutions were laid upon the table. 











